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. IMISCELLANEOUS:

LINE NAME AND NUMBER:

Carrothers - Founders - Greenlawn s2637 TP2020011

N

POINTS OF ORIGIN AND TERMINATION

Carrothers - Founders - Greenlawn INTERMEDIATE STATIONS - North
Bloomville Switch, Bloomville, St Stephen Switch

3. |RIGHTS-OF-WAY: LENGTH /WIDTH / CIRCUITS [0.83 mi/ 60 ft/ 2 circuit (of new construction)
4. |VOLTAGE: DESIGN / OPERATE 69 kV /69 kV
5. |APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE: N/A
6. |CONSTRUCTION: 2023 - 2024
7. |CAPITAL INVESTMENT: $2.4 M
8. |PLANNED SUBSTATION: Founders
9. |SUPPORTING STRUCTURES: Steel
PARTICIPATION WITH OTHER UTILITIES N/A

-_ -
= 1O

PURPOSE OF THE PLANNED TRANSMISSION
LINE

This is a rebuild / reconfiguration of the existing line to connect into
founders station while also removing several switches.

CONSEQUENCES OF LINE CONSTRUCTION
" |DEFERMENT OR TERMINATION

Risk of operational/reliability issues

. IMISCELLANEOUS:

LINE NAME AND NUMBER:

South Canton - Southeast Canton 138kV S2651 TP2020224

N

POINTS OF ORIGIN AND TERMINATION

South Canton - Southeast Canton; INTERMEDIATE STATIONS -
Faircrest Street

3. |RIGHTS-OF-WAY: LENGTH /WIDTH /CIRCUITS | 7.2 mi/ 100 ft/ 1 circuit (Only 4.2 mi is being rebuilt)
4. [VOLTAGE: DESIGN / OPERATE 138 kV / 138 kV
5. |APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE: 5/19/2023
6. |CONSTRUCTION: 2024 - 2025
7. |CAPITAL INVESTMENT: $10.8M
8. |PLANNED SUBSTATION: N/A
9. [SUPPORTING STRUCTURES: Steel
. |PARTICIPATION WITH OTHER UTILITIES N/A

N Y
= | O

PURPOSE OF THE PLANNED TRANSMISSION

“|LINE

Rebuild of existing 138 kV line




N
N

CONSEQUENCES OF LINE CONSTRUCTION
" |IDEFERMENT OR TERMINATION

Increased risk of equipment failure, reliability, and operational issues

13. [MISCELLANEOUS:
1. |LINE NAME AND NUMBER: Southeast Canton - Sunnyside 138kV S2651 TP2020224
2. |[POINTS OF ORIGIN AND TERMINATION Southeast Canton - Sunnyside INTERMEDIATE STATIONS N/A
3. |RIGHTS-OF-WAY: LENGTH /WIDTH /CIRCUITS | 3.19 mi/ 100 ft/ 1 circuit (Only 0.9 mi is being rebuilt)
4. |VOLTAGE: DESIGN / OPERATE 138 kV / 138 kV
5. |APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE: 5/19/2023
6. |CONSTRUCTION: 2024 - 2025
7. |CAPITAL INVESTMENT: $2.32M
8. |PLANNED SUBSTATION: N/A
9. |SUPPORTING STRUCTURES: Steel
PARTICIPATION WITH OTHER UTILITIES N/A

N Y
= | O

PURPOSE OF THE PLANNED TRANSMISSION
LINE

Rebuild of existing 138 kV line

N
N

CONSEQUENCES OF LINE CONSTRUCTION
" |IDEFERMENT OR TERMINATION

Increased risk of equipment failure, reliability, and operational issues

13. IMISCELLANEOUS:
1. |LINE NAME AND NUMBER: North Intertie - South Canton 138kV S2651 TP2020224
2. |POINTS OF ORIGIN AND TERMINATION North intertie - South Canton INTERMEDIATE STATIONS Bolivar
3. |RIGHTS-OF-WAY: LENGTH /WIDTH /CIRCUITS | 15.24 mi/ 100 ft/ 1 circuit (Only 0.4 mi is being rebuilt)
4. [VOLTAGE: DESIGN / OPERATE 138 kV / 138 kV
5. |[APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE: 10/2/2023
6. | CONSTRUCTION: 2024 - 2025
7. |CAPITAL INVESTMENT: $1.03M
8. |PLANNED SUBSTATION: N/A
9. [SUPPORTING STRUCTURES: Steel
. [IPARTICIPATION WITH OTHER UTILITIES N/A

N Y
= | O

PURPOSE OF THE PLANNED TRANSMISSION

“|LINE

Rebuild of existing 138 kV line
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In reply, refer to
2023-STA-56787

February 8, 2023

Mr. Ryan J. Weller
Weller & Associates, Inc.
1395 West Fifth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43212

RE: South Canton-Torrey 138kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project, Canton and Pike Townships, Stark
County, Ohio

Dear Mr. Weller:

This letter is in response to the correspondence received January 10, 2023 regarding the proposed South Canton-Torrey
138kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project, Canton and Pike Townships, Stark County, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity
to comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to
Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-5). The
comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]).

The following comments pertain to the Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the 5.6 km (3.5 mi) South Canton-Torrey
138kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project in Canton and Pike Townships, Stark County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller &
Associates, Inc., 2022).

A literature review, visual inspection, surface collection, shovel probe, and shovel test unit excavation was completed as
part of the investigations. No previously identified archaeological site is located within the project area. One (1) new
archaeological site was identified during survey, Ohio Archaeological Inventory (OAI) #33ST1185. The site is
recommended not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Our office agrees with this
recommendation and no further archaeological survey is necessary.

The following comments pertain to the History/Architecture Investigations for the 5.6 km (3.5 mi) South Canton-Torrey
138kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project in Canton and Pike Townships, Stark County, Ohio by Scott Mclntosh (Weller &
Associates, Inc., 2022).

A literature review and field survey were completed as part of the investigations. A total of eighty-six (86) resources fifty
years of age or older were identified within the Area of Potential Effects (APE). Weller recommends these properties are
not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office agrees with Weller’s recommendations of eligibility. Therefore, we agree
that there will be no effect on historic resources as a result of the project.

The following comments pertain to the Addendum Archaeological Investigations for the South Canton-Torrey 138kV
Rebuild Project in Canton and Pike Townships, Stark County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc., 2023).

A literature review, visual inspection, surface collection, shovel probe, and shovel test unit excavation was completed as
part of the investigations. No previously identified archaeological site is located within the addendum project area and no
new archaeological sites were identified during survey. Our office agrees no further archaeological survey is necessary for
the access roads. No additional architectural resources or buildings were surveyed during this addendum work.

800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211-2474 « 614.297.2300 « ohiohistory.org



Based on the information provided, we agree that the project as proposed will have no effect on historic properties. No
further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional historic properties
are discovered during implementation of this project. In such a situation, this office should be contacted. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2022, or by e-mail at khorrocks@ohiohistory.org, or Joy Williams at
jwilliams(@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Krista Horrocks, Project Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

RPR Serial No: 1096376, 1096377, 1096378

OHIO HISTORY CONNECTION
800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211-2474 « 614.297.2300 « ohiohistory.org
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February 22, 2023

Mr. Ryan J. Weller
Weller & Associates, Inc.
1395 West Fifth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43212

RE: South Canton-Torrey 138kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project, Canton and Pike Townships, Stark
County, Ohio — Addendum 2

Dear Mr. Weller:

This letter is in response to the correspondence received January 16, 2023 regarding the proposed South Canton-Torrey
138kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project, Canton and Pike Townships, Stark County, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity
to comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to
Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-5). The
comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]).

The following comments pertain to the Addendum 2 Archaeological Investigations for a small Access Road reroute for the
South Canton-Torrey 138kV Rebuild Project in Canton and Pike Townships, Stark County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller
& Associates, Inc., 2023).

A visual inspection was completed as part of the investigations as the entirety of the addendum project area was disturbance
from previous activities. No previously identified archaeological site is located within the addendum project area and no
new archaeological sites were identified during survey. Our office agrees no further archaeological survey is necessary. No
additional architectural resources or buildings were surveyed during this addendum work.

Based on the information provided, we agree that the project as proposed will have no effect on historic properties. No
further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional historic properties
are discovered during implementation of this project. In such a situation, this office should be contacted. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2022, or by e-mail at khorrocks@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Sincerely,

Krista Horrocks, Project Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

RPR Serial No: 1096984

800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211-2474 « 614.297.2300 « ohiohistory.org



Office of Real Estate

John Kessler, Chief

2045 Morse Road — Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

Fax: (614) 267-4764

September 13, 2021

Daniel Godec

Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
11687 Lebanon Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45241

Re: 21-0792; South Canton - Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project

Project: The proposed project involves rebuilding approximately 3.5 miles of existing 138 kV
transmission line between existing structure number 294 and Torrey Station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Canton and East Sparta, Stark County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These commentswere generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has the following data at or within a
one mile radius of the project area:

Shore-growing peat moss (Sphagnum riparium), E
Brush-tipped emerald (Somatochlora walshii), E
Bolivar Reservoir — Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District

The review was performed on the project area specified in the request as well as an additional one
mile radius. Records searched date from 1980. This information is provided to inform you of
features present within your project area and vicinity. Additional comments on some of the
features may be found in pertinent sections below.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Statuses are defined as: E = state endangered; T = state threatened; P = state potentially
threatened; SC = state species of concern; SI = state special interest; U = state status under
review; X =presumed extirpated in Ohio; FE =federal endangered, and FT = federal threatened.



Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.

The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The portion of the project from Crestpark Street Southwest to the southern terminus is within the
vicinity of records for the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state endangered and
federally threatened species. Because presence of state endangered bat species has been
established in the area, summer tree cutting is not recommended, and additional summer surveys
would not constitute presence/absence in the area. However, limited summer tree cutting inside
this buffer may be acceptable after further consultation with DOW (contact Erin Hazelton at
Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov).

In addition, the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state
endangered and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis), a state endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis
lucifugus), a state endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state
endangered species. During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these bat
species predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in
the leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost
trees. The DOW recommends tree cutting only occur from October 1 through March 31,
conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with
DBH 0 20 if possible.

The DOW also recommendsthat a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area.
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “Range-
wide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines.” If a habitat assessment finds that a potential hibernaculum
is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, please send this information to Erin Hazelton for
project recommendations. If a potential or known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends
a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum entrance,
however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the
DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not
likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the long-solid (Fusconaia maculata maculata), a state
endangered mussel. Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a
perennial stream of sufficient size, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the lowa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish.
The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 through June 30 to
reduce impactsto indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact this or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), a state threatened species.
This species prefers fens, bogs and marshes, but also is known to inhabit wet prairies, meadows,
pond edges, wet woods, and the shallow sluggish waters of small streams and ditches. Due to the
location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is
not likely to impact this species.


mailto:Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov

The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonis), a state endangered bird.
This is a common migrant and winter species. Nesters are much rarer, although they occasionally
breed in large marshesand grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies. The female builds a
nest out of sticks on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over grasslands. If this
type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the species’
nesting period of April 15through July 31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not
likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impactsto federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need forany
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact

information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.qov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%?20List 8 16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew at
mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about these comments or need additional
information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)


http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf
http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf
mailto:mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov

From: Ohio, FW3

To: Godec, Daniel

Cc: nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us; Parsons, Kate

Subject: AEP South Canton - Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild, Stark County, Ohio
Date: Monday, August 30, 2021 9:37:16 AM

TAILS# 03E15000-2021-TA-2144
Dear Mr. Godec,

The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence
requesting information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and
recommendations to assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened and
endangered species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq),
as amended (ESA).

Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis)
and threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of
Ohio. The Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat may be found wherever suitable habitat
occurs unless a presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence. Suitable
summer habitat for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of
forested/wooded habitats where they roost, forage, and breed that may also include adjacent
and interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of
agricultural fields, woodlots, fallow fields, and pastures. Roost trees for both species include
live and standing dead trees 03 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating
bark, cracks, crevices, hollows and/or cavities. These roost trees may be located in forested
habitats as well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded
corridors. Individual trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the
characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet of other
forested/wooded habitat. Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in
human-made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these
structures should also be considered potential summer habitat. In the winter, Indiana bats and
northern long-eared bats hibernate in caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines.

Seasonal Tree Clearing for Federally Listed Bat Species: Should the proposed project site
contain trees 03 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding tree removal wherever possible. If any
caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested
to determine if fall or spring portal surveys are warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are
present and trees 03 inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend removal of any trees 03
inches dbh only occur between October 1 and March 31. Seasonal clearing is recommended
to avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats. While incidental take of
northern long-eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted by a 4(d) rule

(see http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental take of
Indiana bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption. Thus, seasonal clearing is
recommended where Indiana bats are assumed present.

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a summer
presence/absence survey may be conducted for Indiana bats. If Indiana bats are not detected
during the survey, then tree clearing may occur at any time of the year. Surveys must be
conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and conducted in coordination with the


mailto:ohio@fws.gov
mailto:Daniel.Godec@stantec.com
mailto:nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:kate.parsons@dnr.state.oh.us
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fmidwest%2Fendangered%2Fmammals%2Fnleb%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel.godec%40stantec.com%7Ce296462f1e374cd4639b08d96bbb2232%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637659274357176987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Scs5KujqDHesTxdq%2FeHJOV6bqnzlNFgFpSbRk0VILgY%3D&reserved=0

Ohio Field Office. Surveyors must have a valid federal permit. Please note that in Ohio
summer mist net surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15.

Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding
provided, federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any
portion of the project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service
and the federal action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit
a determination of effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat,
for our review and concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not
serve as a completed section 7 consultation document.

Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled,
or modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of
the remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests,
streams, vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and
fish and wildlife habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be
preserved to enhance beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section
404 permit is required. Best management practices should be used to minimize erosion,
especially on slopes. Disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native plant
species. In addition, prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in
maintaining high quality habitats.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical
habitat. Should the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed
species or their critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the
action that were not previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to
assess any potential impacts.

Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We
recommend coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential
for the proposed project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike
Pettegrew, Acting Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or

at mike.pettegrew@dnr.state.oh.us.

If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our
office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Patrice M. Ashfield


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepa.ohio.gov%2Fportals%2F47%2Ffacts%2Fohio_wetlands.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel.godec%40stantec.com%7Ce296462f1e374cd4639b08d96bbb2232%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637659274357176987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uQrOTBUpMsXfMcZpAi9cp6GzWUgS1HCB4Sc4aCJgBas%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mike.pettegrew@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:ohio@fws.gov

Field Office Supervisor

cc: Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW
Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (AEP) is proposing construction activities associated with the
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project. The Project includes rebuilding approximately
3.5 miles of the existing South Canton-Torrey 138 kV transmission line. The Project will begin near
East Sparta, Stark County, Ohio at existing structure number 294 (located south of Brinker Street)
and will end at the existing Torrey Station facility near Canton, Stark County, Ohio (Figure 1,
Appendix A). The Project area was surveyed for wetlands, waterbodies, open water features, and
potential threatened, endangered, and rare species habitat by Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
(Stantec) biologists on April 4-6, 2022. The approximate locations of features located up to 50 feet
outside of the Project area were also recorded during the field surveys, where landowner access
was permitted. However, no data forms were collected on features that did not extend into the
Project area. The approximate locations of these features are shown on the Figure 2 maps in
Appendix A as “approximate” wetlands, streams (waterways), open waters, and upland drainage
features.



ECOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT, SOUTH CANTON-TORREY 138 KV LINE REBUILD PROJECT, STARK COUNTY, OHIO

Methods
March 16, 2023

2.0 METHODS

2.1  WETLAND DELINEATION

Prior to completing the field surveys, a desktop review of the Project area was conducted using
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic mapping, National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps,
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) soil survey
data, and aerial imagery mapping. Stantec completed a wetland delineation study in
accordance with the Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (USACE 1987), the
Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and
Northeast Region (Version 2.0) (USACE 2012b) and the Regional Supplement to the Corps of
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region (Version 2.0)
(USACE 2012a). Wetland categories were classified using the Ohio Rapid Assessment Method
(ORAM) for Wetlands Version 5.0 (Mack 2001).

2.2 STREAM DELINEATION

Streams that demonstrated a continuously defined channel (bed and bank), ordinary high water
mark (OHWM), and the disturbance of terrestrial vegetation were delineated within the Project
area, per the protocols outlined in the USACE’s Guidance on Ordinary High Water Mark
Identification (Regulatory Guidance Letter, No. 05-05) (USACE 2005). Delineated streams were
classified as ephemeral, intermittent, or perennial per definitions in the Federal Register/Vol. 67,
No. 10 (USACE 2002). Functional assessment of streams within the Project area was based on
completion of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s (OEPA) Headwater Habitat Evaluation
Index (HHEI; OEPA 2018) and/or Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI; OEPA 2006). The
centerline of each waterway and/or the OHWM of each waterway was identified and surveyed
using a handheld sub-meter accuracy global positioning system (GPS) unit and mapped with
geographic information system (GIS) software. Additionally, the locations of ponds/open water
features and upland drainage features (which lacked a continuously defined bed and
bank/OHWM) identified within the Project area were also recorded with a sub-meter accuracy
GPS unit during the field surveys.

2.3 RARE SPECIES

Prior to conducting the field surveys, Stantec contacted the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for information regarding rare,
threatened, or endangered species and their habitats of concern within the vicinity of the Project
area (Appendix B — Agency Correspondence). To assess potential impacts to rare, threatened,
or endangered species, Stantec scientists conducted a pedestrian reconnaissance of the
proposed Project area, collected information on existing habitats within the Project area, and
assessed the potential for these habitats to be used by federally listed or state-listed species that
have the potential to occur within Stark County.
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3.0 RESULTS

3.1 TERRESTRIAL HABITAT

Stantec completed field surveys for threatened and endangered species or their habitats on April
4-6, 2022. Figure 3 (Appendix A) shows the vegetation communities/habitats identified within the
Project area and the locations of any identified rare, threatened, or endangered species habitat
observed within the Project area during the time of the habitat assessment surveys.
Representative photographs of the vegetation communities/habitats and land cover types
identified within the Project area are included in Appendix C of this report (photo locations are
shown on Figure 3, Appendix A). Information regarding the vegetation
communities/habitats/land cover types identified within the Project area is provided in Table 1.

Table 1. Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Found within the South Canton-Torrey 138
kV Line Rebuild Project Area, Stark County, Ohio

Approximate

Vegetation Communities Unique, Rare,

and Land Cover Types Degree of Human—ReIated Ecological or High 'A(':reag'e
s . Disturbance . Within Project
within the Project Area Quality?
Area
Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal
Agricultural Field Community dominated by planted row No 148

crop species such as corn (Zea mays)
and soybean (Glycine max).

Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal
Community (dominated by
opportunistic invaders and/or native
highly tolerant taxa). Common plant
species included Fuller’s teasel
(Dipsacus fullonum), Allegheny
blackberry (Rubus allegheniensis), Amur
honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii), reed
canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea),
giant ironweed (Vernonia gigantea),
Canada goldenrod (Solidago
canadensis), poison hemlock (Conium
Old Field maculatum), broomsedge bluestem No 10.0
(Andropogon virginicus), multiflora rose
(Rosa multiflora), Japanese bristlegrass
(Setaria faberi), American pokeweed
(Phytolacca americana), Queen
Anne’s lace (Daucus carota), common
evening primrose (Oenothera biennis),
deertongue (Dichanthelium
clandestinum), Indianhemp
(Apocynum cannabinum), hairy white
oldfield aster (Symphyotrichum
pilosum), common selfheal (Prunella
vulgaris), lesser burdock (Arctium
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Vegetation Communities
and Land Cover Types
within the Project Area

Degree of Human-Related Ecological
Disturbance

Unique, Rare,
or High
Quality?

Approximate
Acreage
Within Project
Area

minus)and purpletop tridens (Tridens
flavus).

New Field

Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal
Community (dominated by
opportunistic invaders and/or native
highly tolerant taxa). Common plant
species included reed canarygrass,
Canada goldenrod, tall fescue
(Schedonorus arundinaceus), common
milkweed (Asclepias syriaca),
broomsedge bluestem, timothy
(Phleum pratense), Kentucky bluegrass
(Poa pratensis), smooth brome (Bromus
inermis), curly dock (Rumex crispus),
and common mullein (Verbascum
thapsus).

No

6.9

Pasture

Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal
Community (dominated by
opportunistic invaders and/or native
highly tolerant taxa). Common plant
species included tall fescue, Kentucky
bluegrass, white clover (Trifolium
repens), red clover (Trifolium pratense),
common dandelion (Taraxacum
officinale), Canada thistle (Cirsium
arvense), common milkweed, Carolina
horsenettle (Solanum carolinense), and
Japanese bristlegrass.

No

4.2

Residential Lawn

Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal
Community (dominated by planted
non-native species, opportunistic
invaders, and/or native highly tolerant
taxa). Common plant species included
bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon),
common dandelion, white clover,
Kentucky bluegrass, narrowleaf
plantain (Plantago lanceolata), tall
fescue, and perennial ryegrass (Lolium
perenne).

No

1.7

Existing Paved
Roadway/Surface

Extreme Disturbance/existing gravel or
paved road.

No

11

Early Successional
Deciduous Forest

Moderate Disturbance/Natural
Community (dominated by native
woody and herbaceous species and/or
opportunistic invaders). Common plant
species included multiflora rose, glossy
buckthorn (Frangula alnus), silky
dogwood (Cornus amomum),
Allegheny blackberry, Morrow’s
honeysuckle (Lonicera morrowii),

No

2.5
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Vegetation Communities
and Land Cover Types
within the Project Area

Degree of Human-Related Ecological
Disturbance

Unique, Rare,
or High
Quality?

Approximate
Acreage
Within Project
Area

Canada wildrye (Elymus canadenisis),
American pokeweed, honeylocust
(Gleditsia triacanthos), and American
hazelnut (Corylus americana).

Mixed Early Successional/
Second Growth Deciduous
Forest

Moderate Disturbance/Natural
Community (dominated by native
woody and herbaceous species and/or
opportunistic invaders). Common plant
species included multiflora rose,
Allegheny blackberry, Morrow’s
honeysuckle, red maple (Acer rubrum),
black cherry (Prunus serotina), white
oak (Quercus alba), and northern red
oak (Quercus rubra).

No

0.3

Industrial Land

Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal
Community (little to no vegetation is
present in these habitats).

No

0.4

Palustrine Emergent
Wetland

Moderate Disturbance/Natural
Community (dominated by native
herbaceous species and/or
opportunistic invaders). Common plant
species included reed canarygrass,
broadleaf cattail (Typha latifolia),
common rush (Juncus effusus), fowl
bluegrass (Poa palustris), deertongue,
Frank’s sedge (Carex frankii), woolgrass
(Scirpus cyperinus), giant goldenrod
(Solidago gigantea), skunk cabbage
(Symplocarpus foetidus), sensitive fern
(Onoclea sensibilis), and curly dock.

No

2.7

Palustrine Scrub-Shrub
Wetland

Moderate Disturbance/Natural
Community (dominated by native
shrub, tree, and herbaceous species
and/or opportunistic invaders).
Common plant species included silky
dogwood, giant goldenrod, pin oak
(Quercus palustris), and switchgrass
(Panicum virgatum).

No

0.2

TOTAL

44.8

3.2 WETLANDS

Stantec completed field surveys within the Project area on April 4-6, 2022, for wetlands. As a result of the field
surveys, Stantec identified 13 wetlands within the Project area. Figure 2 (Appendix A) shows the wetlands
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identified by Stantec within the Project area. Representative photographs of the wetlands identified within
the Project area are included in Appendix C of this report (photo locations are shown on Figure 2, Appendix
A). Completed wetland determination data forms and ORAM data forms are included in Appendix D.
Information regarding the Cowardin classification and ORAM categories of wetlands identified within the
Project area is provided in Table 2. A summary of the disposition of NWI-mapped wetlands within the Project
area is provided in Table 3.
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Table 2. Summary of Wetland Resources Found within the South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project Area, Stark County,

Ohio
Location ORAM Existing Proposed Proposed Impacts
Delineated NIZElEE Structure Structure Structure
Isolated | Habitat Proposed i Temporary | Permanent
Wetland ID Area Number Number Installation i
; i 71 Type? Structure : : Matting Impact
Latitude Longitude (acre) Score [ Category in in Method
Number Area Area
Wetland Wetland (acre) (acre)
Wetland 1 40.752206 | -81.414079 No PEM 0.07 11 1 305 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 2 40.716826 | -81.409434 No PEM 0.08 29 1 295 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 3 40.718414 | -81.410126 No PEM 0.15 33 2 295 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 4 40.719564 | -81.410812 No PEM 0.13 34 2 296 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 5 40.722331 | -81.412075 No PEM 0.05 28 1 297 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 6 40.724380 | -81.413169 No PEM 0.03 28 1 297 N/A N/A N/A 0.005 0
Wetland 7 40.725804 | -81.414049 No PEM 0.26 28 1 297A N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 8 40.731863 | -81.415266 No PEM 0.07 23 1 300 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 9 40.748683 | -81.414322 No PEM 0.99 27 1 304 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 10 | 40.746445 | -81.414411 No PEM 0.27 15 1 304 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
40.742528 | -81.414655 No PEM 0.39 302 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 11 26 1
40.743085 | -81.414740 No PSS 0.23 303 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 12 | 40.740205 | -81.414856 No PEM 0.09 19 1 302 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
Wetland 13 | 40.740997 | -81.414661 No PEM 0.12 21 1 302 N/A N/A N/A 0 0
TOTAL 2.94 0.005 0.000

1Preliminary jurisdictional determinations were made in concurrence with the U.S. Supreme Court decision following Rapanos v United States, prior to the establishment of the Navigable Waters Protection Rule.
2Wetland classification is based on Cowardin et al. (1979).
3PEM = Palustrine Emergent Wetland
4PSS = Palustrine Scrub-Shrub Wetland
5PFO = Palustrine Forested Wetland
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Table 3. Summary of NWI Disposition within the South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project Area, Stark County, Ohio

Figure 2 | Related Field
NWI Code NWI Description Page Inventoried Comments
Number Resource(s)
Riverine, intermittent, Stream 2 was identified within the NWI feature. Representative
R4SBC streambed, seasonally 2 Stream 2 photographs are included in Appendix C and HHEI data form is
flooded included in Appendix D.
Riverine, lower
perennial, Stream 8 was identified within the NWI feature. Representative
R2UBE unconsolidated bottom, 8 Stream 8 photographs are included in Appendix C and HHEI data form is
semi permanently included in Appendix D.
flooded
Riverine, intermittent, Stream 1 was identified within the NWI feature. Representative
R4SBC streambed, seasonally 10 Stream 1 photographs are included in Appendix C and HHEI data form is
flooded included in Appendix D.
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3.3 STREAMS

Stantec completed field surveys for streams (waterways) within the Project area on Apiril 4-6, 2022. Figure 2 (Appendix A) shows the locations of
streams identified by Stantec within the Project area. Representative photographs of the streams are included in Appendix C of this report
(photo locations are shown on Figure 2, Appendix A). Completed QHEI and HHEI data forms for the identified streams are included in Appendix
D. Information regarding the identified streams is provided in Table 4.

Table 4. Summary of Stream Resources Found within the South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project Area, Stark County,

Ohio
Location Field Evaluation PIEPEEEE
Impacts
Stream Delineated | Bankfull | OHWM Category/ Ohio Stream
Stream ID Tvpe Stream Name! Length Width Width Rating/ EPA 401 Crossing? Fill Area
Latitude Longitude yp (feet) (feet) (feet) Method | Score23 OAC Use Eligibility g

. ] Type (acre)

Designation
234

Stream 1 40.759539 | -81.413717 | Intermittent | N1 to Beal 106 9.8 7 HHE! 42 Modified Eligible No N/A | N/A

Run Class Il PHW
. UNT to Bear QHEl/ 41.5/ Modified .

Stream 2 40.719197 -81.410541 | Intermittent RUN 242 9.5 7 HHEI 66 Class Il PHW Eligible No N/A N/A

Stream 3 40719434 | -81.410816 | Intermittent | UNT 0 Bear 4 25 1 HHE! 24 Modified Eligible No N/A | N/A
Run Class | PHW

Stream 4 40722226 | -81.412119 | Ephemeral | UNTt0Bear 202 16 0.75 HHEI 24 Modified Eligible Yes N/A | N/A
Run Class | PHW

Stream 5 40.724261 | -81.413398 | Ephemeral | UNTtoBear 28 3.2 15 HHE! 18 Modified Eligible No N/A | N/A
Run Class | PHW

Stream 6 40725547 | -81.413918 | Intermittent | N t0Bear 162 6.6 45 HHE! 63 Modified Eligible No N/A | N/A
Run Class Il PHW

Stream 7 40.731965 | -81.415077 | Ephemeral | UNTtoBear 38 4.9 25 HHE! 52 Modified Eligible No N/A | N/A
Run Class Il PHW
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Location Field Evaluation RS
Impacts
Stream Delineated | Bankfull | OHWM Category/ Ohio Stream
Stream ID Tvpe Stream Name! Length Width Width Rating/ EPA 401 Crossing? Fill Area
Latitude Longitude yp (feet) (feet) (feet) Method | Score23 OAC Use Eligibility g
. . Type (acre)
Designation
234
. UNT to Beal QHEI/ 46.5/ Modified -
Stream 8 40.747403 -81.414372 Perennial RUN 143 10 8 HHEI 66 Class Il PHW Eligible No N/A N/A
Stream 9 40.747286 | -81.414227 | Ephemeral | UNTtoBeal 132 4.9 15 HHE! 29 Modified Eligible No N/A | N/A
Run Class | PHW
TOTAL: 1,094

1UNT = Unnamed Tributary
2Based on the designated use evaluation presented in the Field Methods for Evaluating Primary Headwater Habitat Streams in Ohio, Version 4.0 (OEPA 2018).
3Based on the designated use evaluation presented in the Methods for Assessing Habitat in Flowing Waters: Using the Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (OEPA 2006).

4Based on Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-1-16.
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3.4 OPEN WATERS

No open waters were identified within the Project area during the field surveys that took place on
April 4-6, 2022.
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3.5

RARE, THREATENED, OR ENDANGERED SPECIES HABITAT

Table 5. Summary of Potential Federally Listed and Ohio State-Listed Species within the South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project Area, Stark County, Ohio

State | Federally
Common . . . . . . . .
L Listed Listed Typical Habitat Habitat Observed Agency Comments (Appendix B) Potential Impacts and Avoidance Dates
Name/Scientific Name
Status!2 | Statusts
Plants
According to the State Listed Wildlife and Plant
Species by County List for Stark County (ODNR
Shore-growing Peat Typically found in weakly to moderately No suitable habitat ODNR - The Na.turaI.H(.arltage Dat_abase_ has records 20.22.61)’ shore-growing pe_e_lt MOoss s not _found
. . . e of this species within a one-mile radius of the within Stark County. Additionally, no suitable
Moss/Sphagnum E N/A base-rich springs, flushes and in poor fens | was observed within . ) . . o .
ioarium (BBS 2022) the Prolect area Project area; No other comments received. habitat was observed within the Project area.
P ' ) ' USFWS — No comments received. Therefore, impacts to this species are not
anticipated and avoidance activities are not
applicable.
Insects
The habitat prefgrence for the brush- . No suitable habitat was observed within the
tipped emerald includes small, slow- . . ODNR - The Natural Heritage Database has records . L .
. . No suitable habitat : . . . . Project area and no work within perennial streams
Brush-tipped Emerald/ flowing streams that flow through open L of this species within a one-mile radius of the . N . .
N E N/A was observed within . ) . is anticipated to be required for the Project.
Somatochlora walshii bogs, sedge fens, marshes, and meadows. . Project area; No other comments received. . .
- . the Project area. . Therefore, no impacts are anticipated, and
This species can also be found at lake or USFWS — No comments received. avoidance dates are not applicable
pond outlets (Dunkle 2000; Paulson 2009). PP '
Reptiles
Spotted turtles inhabit mostly unpolluted,
shallow bodies of water with a soft bottom
and aquatic vegetation, such as small
marshes, marshy pastures, bogs, fens, ODNR - The Project is within the range of the
woodland streams, swamps, small ponds, . . spotted turtle. Due to the location, the type of No suitable habitat was observed within the
S No suitable habitat . - i
Spotted Turtle/Clemmys £ N/A vernal pools, and lake margins; in some habitat within the Project area, and the type of

guttata

areas they occur in brackish tidal streams.
Ponds surrounded by relatively
undisturbed meadow or undergrowth are
most favorable. These turtles favor waters
with a soft bottom and aquatic

vegetation (NatureServe 2022).

was observed within
the Project area.

work proposed, this Project is not likely to impact
this species.
USFWS - No comments received.

Project area. Therefore, no impacts are
anticipated, and avoidance dates are not
applicable.

Fishes
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Common State | Federally
L Listed Listed Typical Habitat Habitat Observed Agency Comments (Appendix B) Potential Impacts and Avoidance Dates
Name/Scientific Name
Status!? | Statusi3
ODNR - The Project is within the range of the lowa
This species is typically found in natural in- ' . . . .
akes apnd ver slzp ish);treams of marshes darter. ?DNR recfommﬁndshn(;énhwate;]vgork ”;0 No suitable habitat for this species was observed
. Y gg . No suitable habitat | P€'€nNa s.treams rom Marc t rough June within the Project area and no in-water work in
lowa Darter/Etheostoma with dense aquatic vegetation and clear o to reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species . .
. E N/A . .| was observed within . : : . perennial streams is proposed by AEP. Therefore,
exile waters over sandy substrates. In Ohio, this the Proiect and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed ) ts to thi ! t anticipated and
species has been found in pothole or € Froject area. in a perennial stream, this Project is not likely to impacts ,3 1S spdectles are not an I(I:'Ipable an
; ; ; avoidance dates are not applicable.
kettle lakes (ODNR 2018). impact this species. PP
USFWS — No comments received.
Mussels
ODNR - The Project area is within the range of the . . s
. ) . g No suitable habitat was observed within the
. L : . . . long-solid mussel. Due to the location, and that . » . .
. . This species is found in medium to large No suitable habitat . . . . Project area. Additionally, no in-water work in
Long solid/Fusconaia . . . L there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial . )
E N/A rivers with a strong current and oftenin | was observed within - . . . . . perennial streams is proposed by AEP. Therefore,
maculata maculata : stream of sufficient size, this Project is not likely to | ". . . .
sand and gravel (NatureServe 2022). the Project area impact this species impacts to this species are not anticipated and
- avoidance dates are not applicable.
USFWS — No comments received. PP
Mammals
ODNR - The entire state of Ohio is within the range
) o o of the Indiana bat. If trees are present within the
entire State of Ohio, though not uniformly. recommends cutting only occur from October 1
This species generally forages in openings through March 31, conserving trees with loose,
and edge habitats within upland and Potentially suitable shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, potentially suitabl i df .
floodplain forest, but they also forage over summer):oostin as well as trees with dbh 0 20 if possible. In ° e;: I?)'ty iu' a ebsummgr r(_Jt;)_s ng ar:j orlaglng
old fields and pastures (Brack et al. 2010). df Sung addition, ODNR recommends a desktop habitat abita Wl‘jls © se(;ve W’lh |(;1 m_|(>;e ea;ry ‘
Natural roost structures include trees (live an _oraglng assessment, followed by field a field assessment if successional/second grow eciduous tores
_ o habitat was ded d ine if th ial habitat areas within the Project area. AEP intends
- observed within hibernacula present within the Project area. [f a | [0, ¢'€ar rees between Lctober 1 and Marc '
exposure to solar radiation. Other - P ) ' If any summer tree clearing is required, AEP will
, - mixed early habitat assessment finds that potential y gisreq ’
important factors for roost trees include . , - , proceed accordingly with agency
relative location to other trees. a successional/second hibernacula are present within 0.25 miles of the dati i idi is to thi
Indiana Bat/Myotis L growth deciduous | Project area, please send this information to Erin recommendations to avoid impacts to this
E E permanent water source and foraging

sodalis

areas; Dead trees are preferred as
maternity roosts; however, live trees are
often used as secondary roosts depending
on microclimate conditions (USFWS 2007;
USFWS 2022). Roosts have also
occasionally been found to consist of
cracks and hollows in trees, utility poles,
buildings, and bat boxes. Primarily use
caves for hibernacula, although are also
known to hibernate in abandoned
underground mines (Brack et al. 2010).

forest habitats within
the Project area
(Figure 3, Appendix
A). No potentially
suitable hibernacula
were observed
within the Project
area.

Hazelton for project recommendations.

USFWS - Should the proposed project site contain
trees 03 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding
tree removal wherever possible. If any caves or

abandoned mines may be disturbed, further
coordination with this office is requested to
determine if fall or spring portal surveys are
warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are
present and trees 03 inches dbh cannot be
avoided, we recommend removal of any trees
03 inches dbh only occur between October 1
and March 31. Seasonal clearing is
recommended to avoid adverse effects to

species. Additionally, a desktop bat hibernacula
habitat assessment was completed by Stantec
(Figure 4, Appendix B). The assessment identified
abandoned underground mines within 0.25 miles
of the Project area. No potentially suitable
hibernacula were observed within the Project area
during the field surveys completed by Stantec.

Avoidance Dates: April 1 — September 30
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c State | Federally
o'mm'o'n Listed Listed Typical Habitat Habitat Observed Agency Comments (Appendix B) Potential Impacts and Avoidance Dates
Name/Scientific Name
Statusl? | Status!3
Indiana bats. If implementation of this seasonal
tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a
summer presence/absence survey may be
conducted for Indiana bats. If Indiana bats are
not detected during the survey, then tree
clearing may occur at any time of the year.
ODNR - The portion of the Project from Fohl Street
Southwest to the southern terminus at existing
Structure 282 is within the vicinity of records for
the northern long-eared bat. Because presence
of state endangered bat species has been
Potentially suitable established in the area, sumrner tree cutting s Potentially suitable summer roosting and foraging
. not recommended, and additional summer . - .
summer roosting . habitat was observed within mixed early
) ) surveys would not constitute presence/absence . )
The northern Ipng-gared *?at is found and foraglng in the area. However, limited summer tree cutting sugcessmnal/sgcpnd grovyth deciduous forest
throughout Ohio. This species generally habitat was inside this buffer may be acceptable after further habitat areas within the Project area. AEP intends
forages in forested habitat and openings |  observed within consultation with ODNR. (Contact Erin Hazelton | ©° clear trees between October 1 and March 31.
in forested habitat and utilizes cracks, mixed early at Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov). If any summer tree clearing is required, AEP will
cavities, and loose bark within live and | successional/second | USFWS - Should the proposed project site contain proceed a.ccordlngly.W{th agency )
. . . ) prop proj recommendations to avoid impacts to this
Northern Long-eared dead trees, as well as buildings as roosting| growth deciduous trees 03 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding } " .
Bat/Myotis septentrionalis E T habitat (Brack et al. 2010; USFWS 2020) forest habitats within i sbecies. Additionally, a desktop bat hibernacula
y p . C . ; . . tree removal Wh.erever pos&blt_e. If any caves or habitat assessment was completed by Stantec.
Thg speae; uuhzgs caves and abgndo_ned 'Fhe Project area_ abandoned mines may be disturbed, further The assessment identified abandoned
mines as winter h|bern§19ula. Various sized| (Figure 3, Appgndlx coordination with this office is requested to underground mines within 0.25 miles of the Project
caves are used providing they have a A). No potentially determine if fall or spring portal surveys are area. No potentially suitable hibernacula were
constant temperature, high humidity, and | suitable hibernacula | warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are observed within the Project area during the field
little to no air current (Brack et al. 2010). were observed present and trees 03 inches dbh cannot be surveys completed by Stantec.
within the Project avoided, we recommend removal of any trees
area. 03 inches dbh only occur between October 1 Avoidance Dates: April 1 - September 30
and March 31. Seasonal clearing is
recommended to avoid adverse effects to
Indiana bats. Incidental take of northern long-
eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted
by a 4(d) rule.
The little brown bat is found throughout Potentially suitable | ODNR - The entire state of Ohio is within the range | Potentially suitable summer roosting and foraging
Ohio. This species seems to prefer to summer roosting of the little brown bat. If trees are present within habitat was observed within mixed early
forage over water but also forages among and foraging the Project area and trees must be cut the ODNR | successional/second growth deciduous forest
trees in rather open areas (Harvey et al. habitat was recommends cutting only occur from Qctober 1 | habitat areas within the Project area. AEP intends
1999). During summer, it typically inhabits observed within through March 31, conserving trees with Iogse, to clear trees between Optoper 1 and March 31.
Little Brown Bat/Myotis buildings, attics, church belfries, barns and mixed early shaggy bark and/or_ crevices, hqles, or cavities, If any summer tree clea}rlng S Teq“'red' AEP wil
. E N/A . : . as well as trees with dbh 0 20 if possible. In proceed accordingly with agency
lucifugus outbuildings, and occasionally more successional/second iy . . I .
: . : addition, ODNR recommends a desktop habitat recommendations to avoid impacts to this
natural habitats S_UCh as sloughing bark of | - growth d?CIdUOUS assessment, followed by field a field assessment if | species. Additionally, a desktop bat hibernacula
a dead tree. I?unng summer, two tyPes of for.est. habitat greas needed, to determine if there are potential habitat assessment was completed by Stantec.
roosts are utilized: day roosts and night within the Project hibernacula present within the Project area. If a The assessment identified abandoned
roosts. Day roosts are the maternity colony| area (Figure 3, habitat assessment finds that potential underground mines within 0.25 miles of the Project
roost, while little brown bats often roostin | Appendix A). No hibernacula are present within 0.25 miles of the | area. No potentially suitable hibernacula were
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Typical Habitat

other areas where they rest and

Habitat Observed

Agency Comments (Appendix B)

Potential Impacts and Avoidance Dates

congregate to digest their food in
between foraging bouts. In Ohio, this

as hibernacula, although at least one
an attic of an old building (Brack et al.

2010).
The tricolored bat is found throughout

species typically utilizes caves and mines

hibernaculum was found to be located in

potentially suitable
hibernacula were
observed within the
Project area.

USFWS - No comments received.

Project area, please send this information to Erin
Hazelton for project recommendations.

observed within the Project area during the field
surveys completed by Stantec.

Avoidance Dates: April 1 — September 30

Maternity colonies have also been found

2010). In Ohio, this species typically utilizes
caves and mines as hibernacula, utilizing a
variety of situations, including very cold

passages that seem to be too warm for
other species of bats (Brack et al. 2010).

Ohio. This species has been found to
forage above and within a variety of

habitats, including woodlands, agricultural

fields, grassy areas, and over streamside

vegetation (Sparks et al. 2011). Maternity

colonies have often been found within
clusters of dead leaves, hanging in trees.

in or on buildings. Little is known of male

tri-colored bats in summer, but it is thought

hat they are probably solitary and spend
their days in similar situations, as well as
crevices, caves and mines (Brack et al.

areas near cave entrances to deeper

Potentially suitable
summer roosting
and foraging
habitat was
observed within
mixed early
successional/second
growth deciduous
forest habitat areas
within the Project
area (Figure 3,
Appendix A). No
potentially suitable
hibernacula were
observed within the

Project area.

Birds

habitat assessment finds that potential

Hazelton for project recommendations.
USFWS - No comments received.

ODNR - The entire state of Ohio is within the range
of the tri-colored bat. If trees are present within
the Project area and trees must be cut the ODNR
recommends cutting only occur from October 1
through March 31, conserving trees with loose,
shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities,
as well as trees with dbh 0 20 if possible. In
addition, ODNR recommends a desktop habitat
assessment, followed by field a field assessment if
needed, to determine if there are potential
hibernacula present within the Project area. If a

hibernacula are present within 0.25 miles of the
Project area, please send this information to Erin

Potentially suitable summer roosting and foraging
habitat was observed within mixed early
successional/second growth deciduous forest
habitat areas within the Project area. AEP intends
to clear trees between October 1 and March 31.
If any summer tree clearing is required, AEP will

proceed accordingly with agency
recommendations to avoid impacts to this
species. Additionally, a desktop bat hibernacula
habitat assessment was completed by Stantec.
The assessment identified abandoned
underground mines within 0.25 miles of the Project
area. No potentially suitable hibernacula were
observed within the Project area during the field
surveys completed by Stantec.

Avoidance Dates: April 1 — September 30

Harriers hunt low over grasslands, with
wings held in a distinctive dihedral (V-
shape). This is a common migrant and
winter species; nesters are much rarer,
although they occasionally breed in large
marshes and grasslands (ODNR 2018).
Northern harriers appear to be associated
with large tracts of undisturbed habitat.
They are uncommon in blocks of
contiguous grassland less than 100
hectares (Slater and Rock 2005).

Results
March 16, 2023
State Federall
Common . . Y
Name/Scientific Name Listed Listed
Status!2 | Statusls
Tri-colored Bat/Perimyotis E N/A
subflavus
t
Northern Harrl_er/C|rcus E N/A
hudsonius
lE=Endangered; T=Threatened; N/A= Not Applicable

No suitable nesting
habitat was
observed within the
Project area.

ODNR - The Project is within the range of the

northern hatrrier. This is a common migrant and

winter species. Nesters are much rarer, although
they occasionally breed in large marshes and

grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies.

The female builds a nest out of sticks on the

ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt
over grasslands. If this type of habitat will be

impacted, construction should be avoided in this

habitat during the species’ nesting period of April

15 through July 31. If this habitat will not be

impacted, this Project is not likely to impact this

species.
USFWS - No comments received.

Northern harriers require large tracts of wetlands
and/or grasslands that are 100 hectares (247
acres) or more for suitable breeding/nesting
habitat (Slater and Rock 2005). No suitable nesting
habitat (large tracts of wetland and/or grasslands)
were observed within the Project area. Therefore,
no impacts are anticipated, and avoidance dates
are not applicable.

2According to ODNR, State Listed Wildlife and Plant Species by County (ODNR 2022a).
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Common
Name/Scientific Name

State
Listed
Status?!?

Federally
Listed
Statust3

Typical Habitat

Habitat Observed

Agency Comments (Appendix B)

Potential Impacts and Avoidance Dates

BAccording to USFWS (2018).
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Stantec conducted a wetland and waterbodies delineation and a preliminary habitat assessment
for threatened and endangered species within the Project area on April 4-6, 2022. Twelve PEM
wetlands totaling approximately 2.32 acres and one mixed PEM/PSS wetland totaling
approximately 0.62 acres were identified within the Project area. Four ephemeral streams totaling
approximately 400 linear feet in length, four intermittent streams totaling approximately 551 linear
feet in length, and one perennial stream totaling approximately 143 linear feet in length were
identified within the Project area. Data forms for the identified wetland and stream features are
provided in Appendix D and representative photographs are provided in Appendix C.

The information provided by Stantec regarding wetland and stream boundaries is based on an
analysis of the wetland and upland conditions present within the Project area at the time of the
field work. The delineations were performed by experienced and qualified professionals using
regulatory agency-accepted practices and sound professional judgment.

An ODNR Ohio Natural Heritage Program data request and environmental review request letter
was sent to the ODNR Office of Real Estate on August 18, 2021. The ODNR Office of Real Estate
response dated September 13, 2021 (Appendix B) states that there are records of the shore-
growing peat moss (state listed endangered) and brush-tripped emerald (state listed
endangered) within a one-mile radius of the Project area. There was no potential habitat for either
of these species observed within the Project area and the ODNR State Listed Wildlife and Plant
Species by County list indicates shore-growing peat moss is not known to occur in Stark County
(ODNR 2022a). Therefore, no impacts to these species are anticipated.

Additionally, a search for unique ecological sites, scenic rivers, state nature preserves, wildlife
areas, parks or forests, national wildlife refuges, and other protected natural areas indicated
Bolivar Reservoir, managed by the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District, occurs within a
one-mile radius of the Project area. The Project will not impact this reservoir.

The ODNR stated that the portion of the Project area from Fohl Street to existing Structure 282 is
within the vicinity of records for the northern long-eared bat. Because presence of a state
endangered bat species has been established in the area, summer tree cutting is not
recommended, and additional summer surveys would not constitute presence/absence in the
area. However, limited summer tree cutting outside this buffer may be acceptable after further
consultation with Erin Hazelton at ODNR.

According to the ODNR, the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat, northern
long-eared bat, little brown bat, and the tri-colored bat. If trees are present within the Project
area and trees must be cut, the ODNR Division of Wildlife (DOW) recommends cutting only occur
from October 1 — March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices holes, or
cavities as well as trees with diameter at breast height (dbh) 0 20 inches if possible.
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The ODNR also recommended that a desktop habitat assessment be conducted, followed by a
field assessment if needed, to determine if there are potential bat hibernacula present within 0.25
miles of the Project area. Stantec completed a desktop habitat desktop assessment in
accordance with the 2022 Range-wide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines (USFWS 2022) utilizing
available ODNR websites, including data on known abandoned or active mines (ODNR 2022b)
and locations of known or suspected karst geology (ODNR 2022c). The desktop assessment
identified abandoned underground mines within 0.25 miles of the Project area. However, no
potential bat hibernacula were observed by Stantec within the Project area during the field
surveys.

The ODNR states that the Project is within the range of the following state-listed and federally listed
threatened and endangered species: long solid, lowa darter, spotted turtle, and the northern
harrier. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the Project area, and the type of work
proposed, the ODNR concluded that this Project is not like to impact the long solid, lowa darter,
or the spotted turtle.

The ODNR recommends that nesting habitats for the northern harrier be avoided during their
nesting period. However, no suitable northern harrier nesting habitat (large tracts of grasslands or
wetlands) is present within the Project area for this species. Grassland and wetland habitats within
the Project area were fragmented and not in the large tracts of undisturbed habitat that the
northern harrier requires for nesting habitat (Slater and Rock 2005). Therefore, this Project is not
likely to impact this species and nesting season avoidance dates are not applicable.

A technical assistance request letter was also submitted to the USFWS on August 18, 2021. The
USFWS response letter dated August 30, 2021, recommends that impacts to wetlands and other
water resources be avoided or minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best
management practices be utilized to minimize erosion and sedimentation (Appendix B).

According to the USFWS response, all projects in the State of Ohio lie within range of the federally
endangered Indiana bat and the federally threatened northern long-eared bat. In Ohio,
presence of these species is assumed wherever suitable habitat occurs unless a
presence/probable absence survey has been performed to document probable absence. The
USFWS response letter states that, should the Project site contain trees 03 inches dbh, the USFWS
recommends trees be saved whenever possible. If any caves or abandoned mines may be
disturbed, further coordination is requested. If no caves or abandoned mines are present and
trees 03 inches dbh cannot be avoided, the USFWS recommends that removal of trees 03 inches
dbh only occur between October 1 and March 31 in order to avoid adverse effects to these
species. If implementation of seasonal tree clearing is not possible, the USFWS recommends
summer presence/probable absence surveys be conducted between June 1 and August 15
(however the ODNR response stated that additional summer surveys would not constitute
presence/absence, as there are records of northern long-eared bat captures within the vicinity of
the Project area).
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Additionally, the USFWS states that they do not anticipate adverse effects to any other federally
endangered, threatened, proposed or candidate species due to the Project type, size, and
location.
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A.2 FIGURE 2 - WETLAND AND WATERBODY DELINEATION MAP
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FIGURE 3 — HABITAT ASSESSMENT MAP
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FIGURE 4 — BAT HIBERNACULA DESKTOP STUDY MAP
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AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE

B.1



Office of Real Estate

John Kessler, Chief

2045 Morse Road — Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

Fax: (614) 267-4764

September 13, 2021

Daniel Godec

Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
11687 Lebanon Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45241

Re: 21-0792; South Canton - Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project

Project: The proposed project involves rebuilding approximately 3.5 miles of existing 138 kV
transmission line between existing structure number 294 and Torrey Station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Canton and East Sparta, Stark County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These commentswere generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has the following data at or within a
one mile radius of the project area:

Shore-growing peat moss (Sphagnum riparium), E
Brush-tipped emerald (Somatochlora walshii), E
Bolivar Reservoir — Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District

The review was performed on the project area specified in the request as well as an additional one
mile radius. Records searched date from 1980. This information is provided to inform you of
features present within your project area and vicinity. Additional comments on some of the
features may be found in pertinent sections below.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Statuses are defined as: E = state endangered; T = state threatened; P = state potentially
threatened; SC = state species of concern; SI = state special interest; U = state status under
review; X =presumed extirpated in Ohio; FE =federal endangered, and FT = federal threatened.



Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.

The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The portion of the project from Crestpark Street Southwest to the southern terminus is within the
vicinity of records for the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state endangered and
federally threatened species. Because presence of state endangered bat species has been
established in the area, summer tree cutting is not recommended, and additional summer surveys
would not constitute presence/absence in the area. However, limited summer tree cutting inside
this buffer may be acceptable after further consultation with DOW (contact Erin Hazelton at
Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov).

In addition, the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state
endangered and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis), a state endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis
lucifugus), a state endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state
endangered species. During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these bat
species predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in
the leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost
trees. The DOW recommends tree cutting only occur from October 1 through March 31,
conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with
DBH 0 20 if possible.

The DOW also recommendsthat a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area.
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “Range-
wide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines.” If a habitat assessment finds that a potential hibernaculum
is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, please send this information to Erin Hazelton for
project recommendations. If a potential or known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends
a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum entrance,
however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the
DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not
likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the long-solid (Fusconaia maculata maculata), a state
endangered mussel. Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a
perennial stream of sufficient size, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the lowa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish.
The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 through June 30 to
reduce impactsto indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact this or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), a state threatened species.
This species prefers fens, bogs and marshes, but also is known to inhabit wet prairies, meadows,
pond edges, wet woods, and the shallow sluggish waters of small streams and ditches. Due to the
location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is
not likely to impact this species.


mailto:Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov

The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonis), a state endangered bird.
This is a common migrant and winter species. Nesters are much rarer, although they occasionally
breed in large marshesand grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies. The female builds a
nest out of sticks on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over grasslands. If this
type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the species’
nesting period of April 15through July 31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not
likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impactsto federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need forany
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact

information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.qov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%?20List 8 16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew at
mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about these comments or need additional
information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)


http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf
http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf
mailto:mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov

From: Ohio, FW3

To: Godec, Daniel

Cc: nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us; Parsons, Kate

Subject: AEP South Canton - Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild, Stark County, Ohio
Date: Monday, August 30, 2021 9:37:16 AM

TAILS# 03E15000-2021-TA-2144
Dear Mr. Godec,

The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence
requesting information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and
recommendations to assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened and
endangered species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq),
as amended (ESA).

Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis)
and threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of
Ohio. The Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat may be found wherever suitable habitat
occurs unless a presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence. Suitable
summer habitat for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of
forested/wooded habitats where they roost, forage, and breed that may also include adjacent
and interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of
agricultural fields, woodlots, fallow fields, and pastures. Roost trees for both species include
live and standing dead trees 03 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating
bark, cracks, crevices, hollows and/or cavities. These roost trees may be located in forested
habitats as well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded
corridors. Individual trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the
characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet of other
forested/wooded habitat. Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in
human-made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these
structures should also be considered potential summer habitat. In the winter, Indiana bats and
northern long-eared bats hibernate in caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines.

Seasonal Tree Clearing for Federally Listed Bat Species: Should the proposed project site
contain trees 03 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding tree removal wherever possible. If any
caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested
to determine if fall or spring portal surveys are warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are
present and trees 03 inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend removal of any trees 03
inches dbh only occur between October 1 and March 31. Seasonal clearing is recommended
to avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats. While incidental take of
northern long-eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted by a 4(d) rule

(see http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental take of
Indiana bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption. Thus, seasonal clearing is
recommended where Indiana bats are assumed present.

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a summer
presence/absence survey may be conducted for Indiana bats. If Indiana bats are not detected
during the survey, then tree clearing may occur at any time of the year. Surveys must be
conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and conducted in coordination with the


mailto:ohio@fws.gov
mailto:Daniel.Godec@stantec.com
mailto:nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:kate.parsons@dnr.state.oh.us
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fmidwest%2Fendangered%2Fmammals%2Fnleb%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel.godec%40stantec.com%7Ce296462f1e374cd4639b08d96bbb2232%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637659274357176987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Scs5KujqDHesTxdq%2FeHJOV6bqnzlNFgFpSbRk0VILgY%3D&reserved=0

Ohio Field Office. Surveyors must have a valid federal permit. Please note that in Ohio
summer mist net surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15.

Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding
provided, federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any
portion of the project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service
and the federal action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit
a determination of effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat,
for our review and concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not
serve as a completed section 7 consultation document.

Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled,
or modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of
the remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests,
streams, vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and
fish and wildlife habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be
preserved to enhance beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section
404 permit is required. Best management practices should be used to minimize erosion,
especially on slopes. Disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native plant
species. In addition, prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in
maintaining high quality habitats.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical
habitat. Should the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed
species or their critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the
action that were not previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to
assess any potential impacts.

Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We
recommend coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential
for the proposed project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike
Pettegrew, Acting Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or

at mike.pettegrew@dnr.state.oh.us.

If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our
office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Patrice M. Ashfield


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepa.ohio.gov%2Fportals%2F47%2Ffacts%2Fohio_wetlands.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel.godec%40stantec.com%7Ce296462f1e374cd4639b08d96bbb2232%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637659274357176987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uQrOTBUpMsXfMcZpAi9cp6GzWUgS1HCB4Sc4aCJgBas%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mike.pettegrew@dnr.state.oh.us
mailto:ohio@fws.gov

Field Office Supervisor

cc: Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW
Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW
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REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

C.1 WETLAND AND WATERBODY PHOTOGRAPHS

C1



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 1. View of Wetland 1. Photograph taken facing north.

Photograph Location 1. View of Wetland 1. Photograph taken facing east.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 1. View of Wetland 1. Photograph taken facing south.

Photograph Location 1. View of Wetland 1. Photograph taken facing west.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 1. View of soil profile at wetland determination sample point SP03 within
Wetland 1.

Photograph Location 2. View of upland (new field habitat) at wetland determination sample
point SPO4. Photograph taken facing north.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 2. View of upland (new field habitat) at wetland determination sample
point SP04. Photograph taken facing east.

Photograph Location 3. View of Wetland 2. Photograph taken facing north.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 3. View of Wetland 2. Photograph taken facing east.

Photograph Location 3. View of Wetland 2. Photograph taken facing south.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 3. View of Wetland 2. Photograph taken facing west.

Photograph Location 3. View of soil profile at wetland determination sample point SP05 within
Wetland 2.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 4. View of upland (pasture habitat) at wetland determination sample
point SPO6. Photograph taken facing north.

Photograph Location 4. View of upland (pasture habitat) at wetland determination sample
point SP06. Photograph taken facing west.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 5. View of Stream 2. Photograph taken facing upstream/west.

Photograph Location 5. View of Stream 2. Photograph taken facing downstream/east.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
South Canton-Torrey 138 kV Line Rebuild Project
Stark County, Ohio

Photograph Location 5. View of substrates of Stream 2.

Photograph Location 6. View of Stream 3. Photograph taken facing upstream/north.
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