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Construction Notice for Speidel-Barnesville 138 kV Cut-in to Pumpkin Station Project

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list
of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with siting
and constructing the project.

A Notice of Intent will be filed with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for authorization of
construction storm water discharges under General Permit OHCD000006. The Company will also
coordinate storm water permitting needs with Belmont County as required. The Company will implement
and maintain best management practices as outlined in the Project-specific Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”) to minimize erosion control sediment to protect surface water quality during
storm events.

No streams or wetlands are located in the Project work areas (see Appendix D). Therefore, the Project will
not require a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or a Section 401
Water Quality Certification from the OEPA.

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map was reviewed to identify any floodplains/flood hazard areas that have
been mapped within the Project Area (specifically, map number 39013Co0275E). Based on this mapping,
no mapped FEMA floodplains are located in the Project Area. Therefore, no floodplain permit will be
required for this Project

There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement
of the proposed Project.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, rare
species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of special
interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

As part of the ecological study completed for the Project, a coordination letter was submitted to the USFWS
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office seeking technical assistance on the Project for potential impacts to
threatened or endangered species. The July 27, 2022, response letter from the USFWS (see Appendix C)
indicated that seasonal tree clearing would be required if bat habitat trees were identified. Due to the
Project type, size, and location, USFWS does not anticipate adverse effects to any federally endangered,
threatened, proposed, or candidate species.

A coordination letter was submitted to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”) Division of
Wildlife (“DOW”) Ohio Natural Heritage Program (“ONHP”) and the ODNR - Office of Real Estate in July
2022, seeking an environmental review of the proposed Project for potential impacts on state-listed and
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Construction Notice for Speidel-Barnesville 138 kV Cut-in to Pumpkin Station Project

federally listed threatened or endangered species. Correspondence from ODNR’s DOW/OHNP and the
ODNR - Office of Real Estate was received on August 15, 2022. (see Appendix C).

According to the ODNR-DOW, the Project is within the range of the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat,
little brown bat, and tri-colored bat. ODNR commented the Project is in the vicinity of records for the
Indiana bat, a state-endangered species. Due to the record of the Indiana bat in the vicinity of the Project
and related buffer area, the ODNR recommends cutting between October 1 and March 31. If cutting must
occur during summer months, the ODNR recommends additional coordination with ODNR. Based on a
desktop survey for caves, mines, and other potential openings, no winter hibernacula were identified within
0.25 mile of the Project Area (See Appendix D), and tree clearing is expected to adhere to the seasonal
restrictions. Therefore, no additional coordination with ODNR is anticipated.

The ODNR-DOW indicated that the Project is within the range of four fish species and the butterfly mussel.
In addition, the ODNR lists the project in the range of the eastern hellbender, a state-threatened species
and federal species of concern. Due to no in-water work proposed, these species are not anticipated to be
impacted by the Project.

The ODNR-DOW indicated that the Project is within the range of the northern harrier and upland
sandpiper. Due to the absence of potential nesting habitat for these ground nesting birds, these species are
not anticipated to be impacted by the Project.

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains,
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries)
that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the
findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the
investigation.

Correspondence received from the USFWS indicated that there are no federal wilderness areas, wildlife
refuges, or designated critical habitats in the Project vicinity (see Appendix D).

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps were consulted to identify any floodplains/flood hazard areas that have
been mapped in the Project Area (specifically, map number 39013Co0275E). Based on these maps, no
mapped FEMA floodplains are located in the Project area.

Wetland and stream delineation field surveys were completed within the Project area by the Company’s
consultant in November 2022. No wetlands or streams were identified within the Project Area (see Figure
2 in Appendix D).
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Construction Notice for Speidel-Barnesville 138 kV Cut-in to Pumpkin Station Project

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.
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