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Construction Notice

Sadiqg Switch 2Texas Eastern 138 kV Transmission Line Project
4906 -6-05

Ohio Power Company (W KH 3& R B pr@vwiding the following information to the Ohio Power Siting
Board (OPSB) in accordance with the acceleratedapplication requirements of Ohio Administrative Code
Section 4906-6-05.

4906 -6-05(B) General Information
B(1) Project Description

Provide the name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project meets
the requirements for a letter of notification or construction notice application.

The Company proposes the Sadiq Switch- 7H[DV (DVWHUQ 7UDQVPLVVLRQ /IFQiierSURMHFW
Township, Scioto County, Ohio. The Project involves constructing less than 0.1 mile of single circuit 138

kV transmission line from the existing Texas Eastern Station to the proposed Sadiq Switchstructure. The

proposed Sadiq Switch is filed to the OPSB under Case NumbeR4-0935-EL-BNR.

The location of the proposed transmission line 33 U R M H F \te$hbwrDon Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2 in
Appendix A

The Project meets the requirements for a Construction Notice (CN) because it is within the types of
projects defined by item 1(a) of Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-01 Appendix A of the
Application Requirement Matrix for Electric Power Transmission Lines
1. New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power transmission
line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for operation at a higher

transmission voltage, as follows:

a) Lines(s) not greater than 0.2 miles in length.

The Project has been assigned PUCO Case N0o420945 -EL-BLN.



B(2) Statement of Need

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas pipeline, the applicant
provide a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility.

The Project is part of a larger area improvements project to address a baseline thermal criteria issue
associated with the Millorook Park -Franklin Furnace 69-kV Transmission Line, in Scioto County. The
Franklin -Wheelersburg 69-kV line is overloaded to 1024 for the loss of the Fuller-Argentum (EKPC) 138
kV Line.

To address this, the larger area improvements project will require the following work:

x Install the new non -jurisdictional distribution stepdown Cottrell 138 -12 kV Station.

X Construct Cottrell North and South 138-kV Transmission Line Extensions.

x Install structures to connect the South Point-Portsmouth 138-kV Transmission Line to the Cottrell
North and South 138-kV Transmission Line Extensions, and one structure on the South Point-
Portsmouth 138-kV Transmission line to prevent conductor blowout to the Cottrell North and
South 138-kV Transmission Line Extensions.

Installation of the new 3 -way MOAB switch referred to as Sadiq Switch.
Replace Wheelersburg 69kV Station with a new non-jurisdictional distribution stepdown
Sweetgum 13812 kV Station.

x Install the new non -jurisdictional stepdown Althea 138 -69 kV Station.

Rebuild ~1.9 mile of 138-kV transmission line from East Wheelersburg Substation to Sadiq
Switch.
Build ~0. 2 miles of 138-kV transmission line from Sadig Switch to Texas Eastern.

X Build ~1.4 miles of 138-kV transmission line from Sadiq Switch to Sweetgum Station, and

X Build ~ 3.0 miles of new 138kV line from Sweetgum Station to Althea Station to address baseline
thermal overload issues.

In conjunction with the larger area improvements, the associated 11.3 miles of 63-kV transmission line
between Millbrook Park Station and Franklin Furnace Switch will be removed, along with Sciotoville 69 -
kV Station and Wheelersburg Station, which are currently served from the 69-kV transmission line.

Failure to implement the proposed project in the specified period of time will likely result in PIM

implementing operational controls which may include preemptive shedding of a significant amount of

load served from the area transmission and distribution n etwork in order to alleviate the thermal issues

associated with the scenario identified above. Although load shedding is an approved PJM operational
SURFHGXUH WR FRQWURO WKHUPDO RYHUORDGYV ORDG VKHGGLQJ LV QRV
dir ectly impacts both large commercial and residential customers in the area. The proposed solution for

this baseline identified need is necessary for AEP Ohio to continue to provide safe, reliable service to their

customers.

The Project was presented at the PJM SRRTEP on January 7, 2015 and January 28, 2021 meetings, and
VXEVHTXHQWO\ DVVLJQHG D 3-0 RI E 7KLV 3URMHFW ZDV LQFOXGHG
2024 Long Term Forecast Report, and is located on page94 (Table FE-T9, Specifications of Planned

Transmission Lines), see Appendix B



B(3) Project Location

Provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and substations
shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show existing and proposed
transmission facilities in the project area.

The Project is in Porter Township, Scioto County, Ohio. Exhibit 1 in Appendix A shows the proposed
Project on a USGS topographic quadrangle mapin relation to the existing Texas Eastern Substation.
Exhibit 2 in Appendix A identifies the Project components on aerial imagery.

B(4) Alternatives Considered

Describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed location or route is best
suited for the proposed facility, including, but not be limited to, impacts associated with
socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or engineering aspects of the p roject .

The Project includes the construction of a 138-kV transmission line between the existing Texas Eastern
Substation and the proposed Sadiq Switch structure. The location of the Sadiq Switch was chosen to
minimize distance from the Texas Eastern Substation, while connecting to the East Wheelersburg Sadiq
Switch 138-kV Transmission Line and the new Sadig-Sweet Gum 138kV Transmission Line. The
proposed location of the switch structure minimizes the disturbance and impacts to the planned
construction footprint of this area and provides an opportunity for the future rebuilt East Wheelersburg
Sadig Switch 138kV Transmission Line and the Sadig-Sweet Gum 138kV Transmission Line alignments
to connect to the Sadiq Switch without each line requiring a sharp turn angle.

Furthermore, the Project will be built on undeveloped land and will not impact known sensitive natural

resources. Locating theproposed switch location adjacent to the existing Texas Eastern Substationallows
for the transmission line length to be minimized, reducing impacts to property owners, land use, and
environmental features. Therefore, the Project would result in minimal disturbances relative to other

design alternatives and represents the most suitable location and most apgopriate solution.

B(5) Public Information Program

Describe its public information program to inform affected property owners and residents
of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project construction and
restoration activities.

The Company maintains a website (AEPOhio.com/Wheelersburg) on which an electronic copy of
this CN is available. An electronic copy of the CN will be served to the public library in each political
subdivision affected by this Project. The Company also retains land agents who will discuss project
timelines, construction and restoration activities with affected owners and tenants.



B(6) Construction Schedule
Provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in -service date of the project.

Construction of the Project is planned to start in October 2026 with a proposed in-service date of March
2028.

B(7) Area Map

Provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility and proposed limits of
disturbance with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Exhibit 1 in Appendix A provides the proposed Project area on a map of 124,000 -scale (tinch equals
792 feet) on the Wheelersburg United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.8ninute topographic quadrangle
of the Project area.Exhibit 2 in Appendix A shows the Project area on ESRI World Imagery at a scale of
1:6,000 -scale (tinch equals 500 feet). The ESRI World Imagery is dated September 2022.

Exhibit 2 in Appendix A shows the alignment of the proposed transmission line on an aerial image with

clearly marked streets, roads, and highways. To visit the Project from Columbus, take US-23 south for
approximately 80 miles then head east onState Route 823 in Valley Township. Continue on State Route
823 for 16 miles and turn right onto the Ohio River Scenic Byway. Take the exit towards Wheelersburg and
follow Gallia St/Ohio River Road for 3 miles to OH -522-E. The Project areais on the left after 1.5 miles.The
approximate coordinates to the Sadigq Switch location is 38.701663, -82.832965.

B(8) Property Agreements
Provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained easements, options, and/or
land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the facility and a list of the

additional properties for which such agreements have not been obtained.

A list of properties for which the Company will need to obtain easements/options is provided below.

Property Parcel Number Agreement Type Easemc;a&;ﬁ]gerj%r(nssr}tégf tion
174871000 Supplemental Easement No
174812002 Right of Way Easement No
174869000 Right of Way Easement No
174812000 Right of Way Easement No
170366001 Right of Way Easement Yes
170366000 Right of Way Easement Yes
170013000 Right of Way Easement Yes
170368000 Right of Way Easement No
170367000 Right of Way Easement Yes

The form easements in Appendix C represents the easement rights the Company would seek if
condemnation proceedings were necessary to construct, operate, and maintain these facilities.



B(9) Technical Features
D escribe the following information regarding the technical features of the project:

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and
right -of -way and/or land requirements.

The transmission line construction is estimated to include the following .

Voltage: 138 kV

Conductors: (3) 795 KCM ACSR (26/7).

Static Wire: (1) 7#8 Alumoweld & (1) 144 Count OPGW(Only 1 OPGW from SW to STR 1 and both
types from STR 1 +Texas Eastern)

Insulators: Polymer

ROW Width: 100 feet

Structure Type: Monopole Custom Deadend on Pier Foundation (1)

B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields

No occupied residences or institutions are located within 100 feet of the Project.

B(9)(c) Project Cost s

The estimated capital cost of the project

The capital cost estimate for the Project, which is comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, is
approximately $493,000 using a Class 4 estimate Pursuant to the PJM OATT, the costs for this Project
will be recovered in the Ohio Power Company FERC formula rate (Attachment H -14to the PIM OATT)
and allocated to the AEP Zone.

B(10) Social and Economic Impacts

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project.

B(10)(a) Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed
project, including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.

The Project is in Porter Township, Scioto County, Ohio. Land use observed within the Project areaincludes
undevelopedland. The Project has no places of worship or airports identified within 1,000 feet of the Project
alignment. There are no residences identified within 100 feet of the Project alignment.



B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

The Project is within commercial property and does not impact agricultural land. The Scioto County
Auditor § officewas contactedon October 22, 2024 to obtain information about Agricultural District Lands.
No Agricultural District Lands are within the potential disturbance area of the Project .

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
significant archeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy
of any document produced a s aresult of the investigation

Due to the small size of the project area and its proximity to the Sadiq Switch-East Wheelersburg 138kV
Transmission Line Project (to be filed with the OPSB), the cultural resource survey for this project area was
completed as part of the East Wheelersburg Sadiq Switch 138-kV Transmission Line Project. The Phase |
Cultural Resource Management Investigations Reports which encompasses this Project areavas conducted
in January 2022 and provided to the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for consultation. These
investigations did not result in the identification of any archaeological deposits or significant architectural

resources identified within the 3 U R M &t¢aWbfpotential effect and no further work was recommended. The
SHPO concurred with the findings and responded on February 9, 2022 (seeAppendix D )that the Project
as proposed will have no effect on historic properties. No further coordination with the SHPO is necessary.

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agenc y Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list

of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connectio n with siting
and constructing the project.

A Notice of Intent will be filed with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for authorization of
construction storm water discharges under General Permit OHC0000 6. The Company will also

coordinate storm water permitting needs with local government agencies, as necessary. The Company will
implement and maintain best management practices as outlined in the project -specific Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan to mini mize erosion and sediment to protect surface water quality during storm
events.

There are no other known local, state or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement of
the Project.



B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence

of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species,

rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listin g, and species of
special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a

statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a

result of the investigation.

Coordination letters were sent to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Ohio Department of Natural
ResourcesDivision of Wildlife (ODNR -DOW). USFWS responses were received on December 20, 2021, and
ODNR-'2:V UHVSRQVH ZDV UHFHLYHG&RBFLEBXXOUWKH DIHQFLHVY FRUUHVSH
are provided in Appendix D.

Based on consultation from the USFWS, the Project area lies within range of two federally listed species:

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). The USFWS
UHFRPPHQGHG DYRLGLQJ WUHH UHPRYDO ZKHUHYHU SRVVLEOH +RZHYH
EUHDVW KHLJKW GEK FDQQRW EH DYRLGHG WKH 86):6 UHFRPPHQG UHP
occur between October 1 and March 31. Tre clearing is anticipated to occur between October 1 and March

31for the Project.

ODNR stated that the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat, northern long -eared bat,

little brown bat, and the tricolored bat. If trees are present within the Project area, and trees must be cut,

the Division of Wildlife (DOW) recomme nds cutting only occur from October 1 to March 31, conserving

trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices holes, or cavities as well as trees with diameter at breast height

(dbh) - LQFKHV LI SRVVLEOH ,I WUHHYV DUH SU H&shstbeZzduMdiibgxheV KH 3UR M
summer months, the DOW recommends a mist net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1

through August 15, prior to any cutting. ODNR also recommends that a desktop habitat assessment,

followed by a field assessment if needed, beconducted to determine if there are potential hibernaculum(a)

SUHVHQW ZLWKLQ PLOHV RI WKH 3URMHFW DUHD 7KH &RPSDQ\TV FI
assessment in accordance with the 2022 Rangewide Indiana Bat and Northern long -eared Bat Survey

Guidelines. No active or abandoned mines, areas with karst geology or karst features were identified within

0.25-mile buffer of the Project area. In addition, no potential bat hibernacula were observed within the

Project area during the field surveys. Tree clearing is anticipated to occur between October tMarch 31.

According to the ODNR response letter, the Project is within the range of the following mussel species: the
IHGHUDOO\ HQGDQJHUHG FOXEVKHOO IDQVKHOO QRUWKHUQ ULIIOHVKH
sheepnose, and snuffbox; state endangered butterfly, ebonyshell, elephantear, little spectaclecase, long

solid, monkeyface, Ohio pigtoe, pyramid pigtoe, sharp-ridged pocketbook, wartyback, washboard, and

yellow sandshell; and state threatened black sandshell, fawnsfoot, and threehorn wartyback.It is also within

range of the eastern hellbender, a state endangered species and a federal species of concerPOW stated

that due to the location and absence of proposed inrwater work in a perennial stream of sufficient size, this

Project is not likely to impact these species.

According to the ODNR response letter, the Project is within the range of the following fish species: the
state endangered bigeye shiner, gilt darter, goldeye, mountain madtom, northern brook lamprey, northern

madtom, popeye shiner, shoal chub, shortnose @r, and shovelnose sturgeon; and state threatened
American eel, blue sucker, channel darter, paddlefish, river darter, and Tippecanoe darter. ODNR



recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 * June 30 to reduce impacts to
indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. The ODNR advised that if no in-water work is proposed in a
perennial stream, this Project is not likely to impact these species.

The Project is within range of the following species: timer rattlesnake ( state endangered and federal species
of concern), eastern spadefoot toad(state endangered, midland mud salamander (state threatened), and
Allegheny woodrat (state endangered. DOW stated that due to the location, the type of habitat within the
Project area, and the type of work proposed, the Project is not likely to impact these species.

The Project is also within the range of the state endangered green salamanderA habitat suitability survey
was completed in May 2023 and coordination with the ODNR determined that suitable habitat is not
present within the Project area. Correspondence letters with the ODNR stating that there are no additional
requirements were received on September 12, 2023 andire provided in Appendix D

The ODNR response letter also queried the Natural Heritage Database and did not find any records located
at or within a one-mile radius of the Project area.

Based on the nature of the proposed project activities and habitat characteristics of the surrounding vicinity,
construction impacts to protected species are not anticipated.

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of

areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains,

wetlands, desighated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wil d and scenic
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries)

that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the

findings of the investigation, and a copy of any docume nt produced as a result of the
investigation.

As stated in Section B(10)(e), a copy of the correspondence letters received from the USFWS and ODNR
DOW are provided in Appendix D. USFWS indicated no impacts to proposed or designated critical
habitats. The ODNR indicated no known unique ecological sites, geologic features, scenic rivers, state
wildlife areas, state natural preserves, state or national parks, state or national forests, national wildlife
refuges, or other protected natural areas within the Project area. As outlined above in B(10)(e) Threatened,
Endangered, and Rare Species, several federal and state listed species were identified to potentially occur
within the Project area. Based on the nature of the proposedproject activities and habitat characteristics of
the surrounding vicinity, construction impacts to protected species are not anticipated.

Due to the small size of the project area and its proximity to the future Sadiq Switch-East Wheelersburg

138-kV Transmission Line Project (to be filed with the OPSB), the ecological surveyfor this project area was

completed as part of the East WheelershurgSadiq Switch 138kV Transmission Line Project. The
&RPSDQ\TV FRQVXOWDQW SUHSDUHG DQ (FRORJLFDAppénik YBANGHSRUW
wetlands or waterbodies were identified within the Project area.

Based on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) Map
Number 39145C0430E (Effective 4/18/2011), the Project is not within any mapped floodplains.



B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of AEP Ohio  ¥nowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.



CONSTRUCTION NOTICE FOR THE SADIQ SWITGHXAS EASTERN 138V TRANSMISSION
LINE PROJECT
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