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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE VASSELL — GREEN CHAPEL 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

ADJUSTMENT SUMMARY

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (the “Company”) submitted a Letter of Notification (“LON”) to the
Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB”) on January 19, 2024, for the Vassell — Green Chapel 345 kV
Transmission Line Project (the “Project”) under Case No. 24-0014-EL-BLN. The LON is currently under
review by OPSB.

The purpose of the Notice of Adjustment is to document changes to the Vassell — Green Chapel 345 kV
Transmission Line alignment since the January 19, 2024 LON submittal and to include these adjustments
in OPSB’s current review of the Project. It is the Company’s goal to have the final order for Case No. 24-
0014-EL-BLN include the below proposed shifts.

Given the expedited schedule to meet the required in-service date, the LON submitted in January 2024
included a centerline that was subject to change. Over the past two months, detailed engineering,
environmental surveys, and landowner negotiations have progressed and resulted in centerline shifts on
the Vassell — Green Chapel 345 kV Transmission Line in three locations.

Two of the shifts move proposed structures outside of delineated wetland boundaries (Pages 4-5, and 12-
15 in Map 3, Appendix A). These two shifts eliminate all proposed structures from being located within
known wetlands and do not impact any additional landowners or create new impacts to other sensitive
resources.

The third shift (Pages 8-9 in Map 3, Appendix A) occurred in response to landowner requests during
negotiations for acquiring right-of-way (“ROW?”) for the Project. The landowner, currently affected by a
portion of the proposed 150-foot ROW, requested that the Company use a larger portion of their property
along the parcel boundary. The Company evaluated the adjustment and concluded that the shift is in an
open agricultural field and does not create any additional impacts to the surrounding built or natural
environments. Additionally, the route adjustment eliminates the need to obtain ROW from two other
landowners.

Cumulatively, the revised alignment reduces environmental impacts and the total number of landowners
impacted by the Project. At this time the remainder of the centerline provided in the January 2024
Application is unchanged.

Sections B(8), B(9)(a), B(10)(b), B(10)(c), B(10)(d), B(10)(e), and B(10)(f) are updated below to reflect the
current proposed shifts and the adjusted 150-foot-wide ROW. New information is identified via bold text
and inaccurate existing information is identified via strikethreughtext. All other sections of the Application
not identified and redlined below remain unchanged.

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. Vassell — Green Chapel 345 kV Transmission Line Project
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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE VASSELL — GREEN CHAPEL 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

B(8) Property Agreements

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the
facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been
obtained.

Overall, the revised alignment reduces the total number of landowners impacted by the
Project. A revised list of properties required for the Project are provided in Appendix C. The easement
form exhibit provided in Appendix C represents the minimum easement rights the Company would require
in order to construct, operate, and maintain these facilities.

B(9) Technical Features

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features
of the project.

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and
right-of-way and/or land requirements.

The Vassell — Green Chapel 345 kV Transmission Line is estimated to include the following;:

Voltage: 345 kV

Conductors: (3) 2-Bundle 1590 kCM Falcon ACSS (54/19)

Static Wire: 2x (1) 144 Ct OPGW

Insulators: Polymer

ROW Width: 150 feet

Structure type: Forty{46)} Forty-three (43) Steel monopole, V-String insulators,
tangent structures on custom concrete pier with anchor bolt
foundation
Seven{7) Five (5) Steel monopole, suspension insulators, running
corner structures on custom concrete pier with anchor bolt
foundation
Seventeen (17) Steel monopole, strain insulator, dead-end structure
on concrete pier with anchor bolt foundation

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

The Project occupies approximately 236 233 acres. Based on email correspondence with the Delaware
County Auditor’s office on December 18, 2023, no properties registered as agricultural district land are
crossed by the Project. Based on email correspondence with the Licking County Auditor’s office on
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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE VASSELL — GREEN CHAPEL 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

October 8, 2023, three properties registered as agricultural district land are crossed by the Project. The
Licking County Auditor and Delaware County Auditor confirmed that the existing list of parcels is
current and accurate on January 17, 2024 and February 23, 2024, respectively. Overall, the Project
crosses a combined 26:3 19.9 acres of agricultural district land in Licking County. However, agricultural
impacts will be minimized, as the proposed structures are monopoles which reduces the footprint and
agricultural activities are a compatible and permitted use with a transmission right-of-way.

The Project occupies approximately 236 233 acres. Approximately 189 193 acres of the site has
historically been used for row crop land and #3-7 13.1 acres has historically been used for
pasture/hayfields.

Two (2) Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) conservation easements are located approximately 0.4
mile east of Center Village Road and Edwards Road (see Map 2 in Appendix A). However, the Project
does not cross either of these (or any other) ODA conservation easements.

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence
of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the
potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation,
and a copy of any document produced as a result of the investigation.

The Company’s consultant completed Phase I Archaeological and Phase I History/Architectural surveys,
which involved subsurface testing and visual inspection for an area encompassing the Project. No
previously unrecorded resources that were identified were considered as being landmarks or eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places. As a result, the Company recommended to the SHPO that the
Project would have no adverse effect on historic properties and no further cultural resource work would
be necessary. In their response, dated January 8, 2024, SHPO supported the consultant’s
recommendations. See Appendix E.

Additional coordination was conducted with SHPO for the revised alignment,
recommending that the Project would have no adverse effect on historic properties and
no further cultural resource work would be necessary. In their response, dated March 11,
2024, SHPO supported the consultant’s recommendations. See Appendix E.

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a
list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with
siting and constructing the project.

A Notice of Intent will be filed with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for authorization of
construction stormwater discharges under General Permit OHC000006. The Company will also
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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE VASSELL — GREEN CHAPEL 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

coordinate stormwater permitting needs with the appropriate local entities as required. The Company
will implement and maintain best management practices (BMPs) as outlined in the Project-specific
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to minimize erosion control sediment to protect
surface water quality during storm events.

Wetland and stream delineation field surveys were completed within the Proposed Route’s 150-foot-
wide right-of-way (ROW) for the Project by the Company’s consultant in June 2023 and between
September to December 2023. Due to route adjustments, additional ecological surveys were
completed within the adjusted Proposed Route’s 150-foot wide ROW between January 25
to 31, 2024 (see Original and Addendum #1 Ecological Report in Appendix F). As a result
of the Addendum #1 Ecological Survey, the current and complete Proposed Route’s 150-
foot ROW has been surveyed (see Appendix F). The Company’s consultant identified a total of
four one palustrine emergent (PEM) wetland, +6 seven palustrine forested (PFO) wetlands, twe six
PEM/PFO wetland complexes, and one palustrine scrub-shrub (PSS)/PFO wetland complex within the
proposed 150-foot ROW. Additionally, 13 streams (six perennial streams, five intermittent streams, and
two ephemeral streams) and one pond were identified within the proposed 150-foot ROW.

Ponds and streams are not anticipated to be disturbed by construction activities, as they will be spanned
or the Company will install temporary timber matting above the Ordinary Highwater Mark (OWHM) to
avoid permanent impacts. Based on preliminary engineering design, feur no structures are currently
located within delineated PFO wetlands. Additionally, approximately 82 7.2 acres of mon-
mechanized ROW tree clearing will occur in delineated PFO wetlands.

As a result of the route adjustments included within the Addendum #1 Ecological Report,
the Company is re-evaluating the need for construction and forestry needs to perform
non-mechanized clearing of trees (i.e., root structures of trees remain intact) in order to
determine the level of permitting compliance with the Clean Water Act (CWA) Permits.
Prior to construction within jurisdictional waters (wetlands and/or streams), the
Company intends to attain the necessary approvals from either or both the USACE or
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA), if warranted.

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) was reviewed to identify any floodplains/flood hazard
areas that have been mapped within the Project Area (specifically, map number 39089C0120H,
39089C0140H, and 39089C0139H). Based on this mapping, FEMA-designated 100-year floodplains
associated with Duncan Run and Kiber Run are crossed by the proposed alignment; however, no
proposed structures are planned to be located within the floodplain areas. Local floodplain permitting,
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if deemed necessary for the Project, will be coordinated with agencies of jurisdiction as applicable prior
to construction.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence

of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened
species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and

species of special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of
the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document

produced as a result of the investigation.

As part of the ecological study completed for the Project, a coordination letter was submitted to the

United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Ohio Ecological Services Field Office seeking technical

assistance on the Project for potential impacts to threatened or endangered species. The September 11,

2023, response letter from the USFWS (see Appendix E) indicated that the federally endangered
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the
state of Ohio. The USFWS indicated that seasonal tree clearing would be required if suitable bat habitat

trees were identified. Any tree clearing required for the Project will adhere to seasonal restrictions

(March 31 through October 1); therefore, adverse impacts to protected bat species are not anticipated as

a result of the Project. Due to the Project type, size, and location, USFWS does not anticipate adverse
effects to any other federally endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate species.

A coordination letter was submitted to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of
Wildlife (DOW) Ohio Natural Heritage Program (ONHP) and the ODNR - Office of Real Estate seeking
an environmental review of the proposed Project for potential impacts on state listed and federally listed
threatened or endangered species. Correspondence from ODNR DOW/OHNP and the ODNR - Office

of Real Estate was received on October 13, 2023 (See Appendix E).

According to the DOW, the Project is within the range of the state and federally endangered Indiana bat,

the state and federally endangered northern long-eared bat, the state endangered little brown bat
(Myotis lucifugus), and the state endangered tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus). Additionally, the

DOW indicated that the southern portion of the Project is within the vicinity of records for the northern

long-eared bat. Because of the presence of state endangered bat species established in the area, summer
tree cutting is not recommended, and additional summer surveys would not constitute

presence/absence in the area.

Similar to the USFWS response, ODNR recommends cutting between October 1 and March 31 to avoid
impacts to theses protected bat species. Based on a desktop survey for caves, mines, and other potential

openings, no winter hibernacula were identified within 0.25 mile of the Project (See Appendix F).
Approximately 25 29.5 acres of tree clearing are anticipated for the Project, which will occur within the
seasonal restrictions. Therefore, no additional coordination with ODNR regarding bat species is

required.
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The ODNR-DOW indicated that the Project is within the range of five mussel species: the federally
endangered rayed bean (Villosa fabalis), the federally endangered snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra), the
federally threatened rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica), the state threatened salamander
mussel (Simpsonaias ambigua), and the state threatened pondhorn (Uniomerus tetralasmus). No in-
water work within a perennial stream is proposed for the Project; therefore, these species are not

anticipated to be impacted by the Project.

In addition, the ODNR lists the Project in the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonius). The

ODNR recommends that nesting habitats for the listed species be avoided during their nesting periods.

The professional survey completed for avian resources concluded no suitable habitat was observed for

the northern harrier in the Project area; therefore, no impacts to this bird species are anticipated.

Of the previously ten state and/or federal listed threatened and endangered species

identified within range of the Project area as identified within the Original Ecological

Report (December 2023), no habitat for any of the listed aquatic or bird species were
identified within the Addendum #1 Project Survey Area. However, the four bat species

(Indiana bat, Northern long-eared bat, little brown bat, and tricolored bat) were
identified as having potential summer roosting habitat and no hibernacula within the
Addendum #1 Project Survey area, which is consistent with the original threatened and

endangered species coordination for the original route for this Project. Therefore, no
further coordination with either the USFWS and/or ODNR is warranted. A copy of the
Addendum #1 Ecological Report with further discussion of threatened and endangered
species has been provided in Appendix F.
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B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks,
floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild
and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a

result of the investigation.

Within the proposed 150-foot ROW, the Company’s consultant has identified feur one PEM wetland,
16 seven PFO wetlands, twe six PEM/PFO wetland complexes, and one PSS/PFO wetland complex
within the proposed ROW. Feur No preliminary structure locations are within a PEO-delineated-wetland
any of the delineated wetlands; however, non-mechanized ROW clearing in such

wetlands will be necessary.

Within the proposed 150-foot ROW, the Company’s consultant has identified 13 streams (two ephemeral

streams, five intermittent streams, and six perennial streams) and one pond. No preliminary structure

locations are within a delineated stream or pond. Approximately 25 29.5 acres of ROW tree clearing is

anticipated for the Project, of which, 8:2 7.2 acres occurs in delineated PFO wetlands.

Based on a review of the Protected Areas Database of the United States as well as the Conservation
Easement Database, there are no state or national parks, forests, or wildlife areas within the vicinity of

the Project.
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