


LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE WAGENHALS STATION REBUILD PROJECT

Letter of Notification
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.

Wagenhals 138 kV Station Rebuild Project

4906-6-05 Accelerated Application Requirements

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (the Company) provides the following information to the Ohio
Power Siting Board (OPSB) in accordance with the accelerated application requirements of Ohio
Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05.

4906-6-05(B) General Information

B(1) Project Description

Provide the name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project
meets the requirements for a letter of notification or construction notice application.

The Company proposes the Wagenhals Station Rebuild Project (“Project”) in the City of Canton in Stark
County, Ohio. The Project involves rebuilding the Wagenhals 138 kilovolt (“kV”) Station at a greenfield
location immediately south of the existing substation location. The fenced area of the new Wagenhals
Station is approximately 5.4 acres.

The temporary line work for the 138 kV transmission lines associated with the Wagenhals Station was
the subject of a prior filing (OPSB Case No. 25-0638-EL-BLN), which was approved on October 2, 2025.
A separate OPSB filing will cover the permanent relocation of the 138 kV transmission lines, following
completion of the new Wagenhals Station. The location of the Project is shown in Figures 1 and 2 in
Appendix A.

The Project meets the requirements for a Letter of Notification (LON) as defined by Item 3 of Appendix
A to Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-01, Application Requirement Matrix for Electric Power
Transmission Lines:

(3) Constructing a new electric power transmission substation.

The Project has been assigned Case No. 25-0977-EL-BLN.
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Page 84 (Form FE-T8, Summary of Existing Substations on Transmission Lines) and Page 149 (Form
FE-T10, Summary of Proposed Substations) (Appendix B).

B(3) Project Location

Provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and
substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show existing and
proposed transmission facilities in the project area.

The location of the Project in relation to existing transmission lines and stations is shown on Figure 1,
in Appendix A.

B(4) Alternatives Considered
Describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed location or route is
best suited for the proposed facility, including but not be limited to, impacts associated
with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or engineering aspects of the project.

The Company considered taking an extended outage to rebuild Wagenhals Station in the same location.
However, this alternative was eliminated as the duration of the outages necessary exceeded the electrical
grid’s capacity to maintain service to customers. Therefore, the proposed Project is the most feasible
solution as it minimizes the outage duration for Wagenhals Station and associated lines while the new
station and lines are rebuilt in the clear, maintains safe and reliable service to customers, reduces the
burden of electrical demand on the local grid, mitigates construction activities in close proximity to
energized equipment by allowing the work to be done in-the-clear, allows for a safer construction
sequence, minimizes impacts to aquatic resources, and maintains the Wagenhals Station and the line
connections on Company-owned property.
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B(5) Public Information Program

Describe its public information program to inform affected property owners and
residents of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project
construction and restoration activities.

The Company will inform affected property owners and tenants about this Project through several
different mediums. Within seven days of filing this LON, the Company will issue a public notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the Project area. The notice will comply with all requirements of
Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Section 4906-6-08(A)(1-6). Further, the Company will mail a letter,
via first class mail, to affected landowners, tenants, contiguous owners and any other landowner the
Company may approach for an easement necessary for the construction, operation, or maintenance of
the Project. The letter will comply with all requirements of OAC Section 4906-6-08(B). The Company
maintains a website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) which provides the public access to an
electronic copy of this LON and the public notice for this LON. An electronic copy of the LON will be
served to the public library in each political subdivision for this Project. The Company retains ROW land
agents that discuss Project timelines, construction and restoration activities and convey information to
affected owners and tenants throughout the Project.

B(6) Construction Schedule
Provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service date of the project.

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in January 2026 with an anticipated in-service date of
August 2027 for the new Wagenhals Station and permanent lines.

B(7) Area Map
Provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility and proposed limits

of disturbance with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Figure 1, in Appendix A, identifies the location of the Project area on a United States Geological
Survey 1:24,000 quadrangle map (Canton East, 1985). Figure 2, in Appendix A, displays the Project
components on a 2021 aerial imagery.

B(8) Property Agreements

Provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained easements, options,
and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the facility and a list of
the additional properties for which such agreements have not been obtained.

The Project is located on Company-owned property.
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B(10)(a) Land Use

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project,
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.

The Project is in the City of Canton in Stark County, Ohio. Field observations indicate the Project area
is industrial with multiple utility crossings. Land use adjacent to the Project is industrial, small
residential neighborhoods, and small wood lots to the north; open agricultural land and small residential
neighborhoods to the east; open agricultural land, residential development and commercial/industrial
development to the south; and wooded/scrub-shrub to the west. The Project is not anticipated to require
tree clearing.

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

Approximately 15 acres of the Project area is characterized by industrial/utility corridor. Agricultural
farming practices have ceased at the Project area and no future farming will occur within the Project
area, as the tenant farmer’s lease with the Company has ended.

Based on data received from the Stark County Auditor’s office on September 4, 2025, there are no
agricultural district parcels at the Project location. Additionally, there are no mapped Ohio Department
of Agriculture easements at the Project location.

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence
of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the
potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation,
and a copy of any document produced as a result of the investigation.

A cultural resource survey and report were conducted by the Company’s consultant for the Project in
December 2022. Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) was received in
January 2023, see Appendix C. No previously identified archaeological sites are in the Project area.
One new archaeological site, Ohio Archaeological Inventory #33ST1190, was identified during the field
survey. SHPO agreed with the consultant’s recommendation that 33ST1190 is not eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places (“NHRP”) and that no further archaeological survey is needed.
Twenty-five architectural resources were identified during a literature review of the Area of Potential
Effect. SHPO agreed with the consultant’s recommendation that these resources were not eligible for
listing in the NRHP. The SHPO stated that that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic
properties and that no further coordination is necessary.
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B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a
list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with
siting and constructing the project.

A summary of anticipated permits and authorizations for the Project is provided in Table 1, below. There
are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement of the

Project.

Table 1 — Anticipated Permits

Permit/Authorization/Coordination Agency Date
Ohio Environmental August 21, 2025 (Facility
Protection Agency Number 3GC16347*AG)

Approval Anticipated by

Stark County October 31,2025

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan

Approval Anticipated by

City of Canton October 31, 2025

August 5, 2025 (LRH-2025-
609-TUS)

United States Army Corps of
Engineers

Clean Water Act Section 404 —
Nationwide Permit 57

Archaeology/Architectural

Ohio Historic Preservation

Coordination completed
4/2/2023; no additional work

Office .
required
. . Consultation completed
. United States Fish and ‘ .
Threatened and Endangered Species Wildlife Service 6/30/2025; no additional work

required

Threatened and Endangered Species

Ohio Department of Natural
Resources

Consultation completed
12/19/2024; no additional work
required

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, rare
species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of special
interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

On June 23, 2025, a coordination letter was submitted to the United State Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), and on November 19, 2024, a coordination letter was submitted to the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR) Ohio Natural Heritage Program (ONHP) and Division of Wildlife (DOW),
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seeking an environmental review of the Project for potential impacts to state and/or federally protected
species. ODNR and USFWS provided responses on December 19, 2024, and June 30, 2025, respectively.
Copies of the agencies’ responses are presented in Appendix C.

Table 2, in Appendix C lists the federal and state threatened or endangered species in the Project area.

The USFWS and ODNR stated that the Project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a
state endangered and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis), a state endangered and federally endangered species, the little brown bat (Myotis
lucifugus), a state endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered
species. To mitigate potential impacts to protected bat species the Company will only cut trees from
October 1 through March 31. Additionally, a desktop review for potential hibernacula was completed
and there are no potential hibernacula found within 0.25 miles of the Project site.

The ODNR stated that the Project is within the range of the Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius), a state
endangered bird. Habitat for the Northern Harrier is not present in the Project area and therefore
impacts to the species are not anticipated.

The ODNR states that the Project is within the range of the long solid mussel (Fusconaia maculata
maculata), Iowa darter (Etheostoma exile) and the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata). Habitat for these
species is not present in the Project area and therefore impacts to these species are not anticipated.

Based on the nature of the proposed Project activities and habitat characteristics of the surrounding
vicinity, construction impacts to protected species are not anticipated.

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks,
floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild
and scenicrivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

The Company’s consultant conducted a wetland and stream delineation for the Project in November
2022, July 2023, and March through May of 2025, and prepared an Ecological Survey Report and two
Addendums, which are provided in Appendix D. Project construction activities are expected to result
in the discharge of permanent fill (0.17 acres) in one palustrine emergent wetland (Woo1-PEM-
CATMOD2). Wo001-PEM-CATMOD2 will be permanently filled for the construction of a permanent
stormwater basin to manage the discharge of water following the construction of the new Wagenhals
Station. The permanent stormwater basin will discharge to an existing 18-inch diameter metal culvert
that conveys stream So003 west off the Company’s property. A Pre-Construction Notification will be

submitted to the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Huntington District for authorization
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under Nationwide Permit (NWP) 57 (Electric Utility Line and Telecommunication Activities) for the
planned wetland impacts. The State of Ohio Section 401 Water Quality Certification has been waived for
the 2021 NWPs which include NWP 57 (USACE Huntington District Public Notice Issued March 15,
2021) — i.e., a Section 401 Water Quality Certification is not required for the authorization of a 2021
NWP 57. To mitigate the permanent wetland impacts, 0.2 non-forested wetland credits have been
purchased from Tuscarawas Head Waters Mitigation Project In-Lieu Fee site, operated by the Stream +
Wetland Foundation. No other wetlands, streams, or ponds are anticipated to be temporarily or
permanently impacted because of the Project.

Based on a review of the Protected Areas Database of the United States as well as the National
Conservation Easement Database, there are no state or national parks, forests, wildlife areas or mapped
conservation easements in the vicinity of the Project. There are no national and state wild and scenic
rivers at the Project.

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (“FIRM”) was reviewed to identify any floodplains/flood hazard

areas that have been mapped within the Project Area (specifically, map number 39151C0237E). Based

on this mapping, no FEMA-designated 100-year floodplains or floodways are located at the Project.
B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions

resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no other unusual conditions exist that would result in
significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. Wagenhals Station Rebuild Project

25-0977-EL-BLN



Appendix A Project Maps



y "—‘._-"'."I - FL Q,}: y
il PPN

N
.
=g ) ~
ST
'
16TH
PO
=
Gas =
Wel
ME 2=
1)
| =
W =
. : —
055
™
el
7se
-
as
:. - . -
v -
LA .
"—9 g a - i -
L= g 1060 o /
b ¢ g
& JL = & (B
- g ¢
.. . o
= z = Pl s esmae me g (
It lwfWaco | e
A ' & L it
\ I“. .\2 A 14' - . A F ]f fff’ ;I‘ -
‘ L — o3, ¥ Jilca
4N e H Y e o - & =y {/’x\___‘
. . “‘_-g‘?sl o Waco e o ) iy
o - / A
=] ":l___ _/Sd'-__/-», e . \ B )
i oy - -—F:':‘_-:_—-—__-“___,-a._.-—ﬁ_é T / s .e ek L
NN S — oo . = o Lo
z y [* I‘ \‘?_ g //pe" - 4’0 a0
':'v{ L o i) £ e
Legend
e . Sources: American Electric Power
A Existing Substation (AEP), USGS 7.5' Topographic
e Existing Transmission Line Quadrangles (Canton East)
D Project Area
NAD 1983 State Plane
Ohio North Feet
September 08, 2025

Figure 1
Topographic Overview

Wagenhals Station
Rebuild Project

ey
AOUNBLESE Entage

0 2,000




Steel No:11

wageonate LTV S
138kV__ .
o R

&

—
WagenhalsL LTV TR y
Staal|Now21138KY) 3 . oy West/Canton|-

Wagenhals{138kV,

AN ¢
2 XY

X
g3
x|
£3
X
£3
X
2 X3
e Rroposed

£3
Wagenhals
Station S
£3
£3

X
B X

S
3
3
x|
XS

iTidd-\Wagenhals}138kV;
LCaﬁton,Central - -

e
Wagenhalsx138kV.

Sunny‘lsidg - Wagenhals
138kV(3-Phase
o

I-egend Sources: American Electric Power Figure 2

X—X Proposed Fence

: Proposed Station

Existing Station
To Be Removed

e Existing Transmission Line

@I Parcel Boundary

(AEP). Esri ArcGIS Online, Maxar,
2021. World Transportation,
ArcGIS Online, 2025. Stark County
GIS Department, 2025.

NAD 1983 State Plane
Ohio North Feet

September 08,

Detailed Overview

Wagenhals Station
Rebuild Project




Appendix B PJM Solution and Long-Term Forecast Report



Appendix C Agency Correspondence



United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Services
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104
Columbus, Ohio 43230
(614) 416-8993 / FAX (614) 416-8994

June 30, 2025
Project Code: 2025-0112629
Dear Ms. Vonderwish:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence requesting
information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and recommendations to
assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened, endangered, and proposed
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq), as amended
(ESA). This letter only addresses the portions of the project that occur in Ohio.

Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of Ohio. The Indiana bat
and northern long-eared bat may be found wherever suitable habitat occurs unless a
presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence. Suitable summer habitat for
Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded habitats
where they roost, forage, and breed that may also include adjacent and interspersed non-forested
habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural fields, woodlots, fallow
fields, and pastures. Roost trees for both species include live and standing dead trees >3 inches
diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, hollows and/or
cavities. These roost trees may be located in forested habitats as well as linear features such as
fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded corridors. Individual trees may be considered suitable
habitat when they exhibit the characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000
feet of other forested/wooded habitat. Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in
human-made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these structures
should also be considered potential summer habitat. In the winter, Indiana bats and northern long-
eared bats hibernate in caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines.

Federally Proposed Species: On September 14, 2022, the Service proposed to list the tricolored bat
(Perimyotis subflavus) as endangered under the ESA. The bat faces extinction due to the impacts of
white-nose syndrome, a deadly disease affecting cave-dwelling bats across the continent. During
spring, summer, and fall, this species roosts primarily among leaf clusters of live or recently dead
trees, emerging at dusk to hunt for insects over waterways and forest edges. While white-nose
syndrome is by far the most serious threat to the tricolored bat, other threats now have an increased
significance due to the dramatic decline in the species' population. These threats include disturbance
to bats in roosting, foraging, commuting, and over-wintering habitats. Mortality due to collision
with wind turbines, especially during migration, has also been documented across their range.
Conservation measures for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat will also help to conserve the
tricolored bat.



Seasonal Tree Clearing for Federally Listed Bat Species: Should the proposed project site contain
trees >3 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding tree removal wherever possible. If any caves or
abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested to determine if
fall or spring portal surveys are warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are present and trees >3
inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend removal of any trees >3 inches dbh only occur
between October 1 and March 31. Seasonal clearing is recommended to avoid adverse effects to
Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats.

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a summer
presence/absence survey may be conducted for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats. If Indiana
bats and northern long-eared bats are not detected during the survey, then tree clearing may occur at
any time of the year. Surveys must be conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and
conducted in coordination with the Ohio Field Office. Surveyors must have a valid federal permit.
Please note that in Ohio summer mist net surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and
August 15.

Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided,
federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the
project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service and the federal
action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit a determination of
effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review and
concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed
section 7 consultation document.

Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled, or
modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of the
remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests, streams,
vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and fish and wildlife
habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be preserved to enhance
beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section 404 permit is required. Best
management practices should be used to minimize erosion, especially on slopes. Disturbed areas
should be mulched and revegetated with native plant species. In addition, prevention of non-native,
invasive plant establishment is critical in maintaining high quality habitats.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical habitat.
Should the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed species or their
critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that were not
previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to assess any potential
impacts.

Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We recommend
coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for the proposed
project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike Pettegrew, Environmental
Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or at mike.pettegrew(@dnr.ohio.gov.
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If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our office at

(614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Erin Knoll
Field Office Supervisor

cc: Matthew.Stooksbury@dnr.ohio.gov
Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov
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ohiodnr.gov

Office of Real Estate & Land Management
Tara Paciorek - Chief

2045 Morse Road — E-2

Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693

December 19, 2024

Kristen Vonderwish

GAI Consultants

5399 Lauby Road, Suite 120
North Canton, Ohio 44720

Re: 24-1810 - Wagenhals Station

Project: The proposed project involves the construction of a new station adjacent to the existing
Wagenhals Station with rebuilding multiple transmission line feeds to the new station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Canton Township, Stark County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above referenced
project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the Department. These
comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat.
401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental Policy Act, the Coastal Zone
Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and regulations. These comments are
also based on ODNR'’s experience as the state natural resource management agency and do not
supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state, or federal agency nor relieve the
applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state, or federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no
records of state or federally listed plants or animals within one mile of the specified project area.
Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information from
many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that rare species or
unique features are absent from that area.

Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.

The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided and
minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to minimize
erosion and sedimentation.

The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered and
federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state endangered
and federally endangered species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state endangered species,
and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species. During the spring and summer



(April 1 through September 30), these species of bats predominately roost in trees behind loose,
exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the leaves. However, these species are also dependent on
the forest structure surrounding roost trees. If trees are present within the project area, and trees must
be cut, the DOW recommends cutting only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees
with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with DBH > 20 if possible. If
trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW
recommends a mist net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to
any cutting. Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent
version of the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE CLEARING”. If state
listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from October 1 through March 31.
However, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the DOW (contact
Eileen Wyza at Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov).

The DOW also recommends that a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area.
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “RANGE-WIDE
INDIANA BAT & NORTHERN LONG-EARED BAT SURVEY GUIDELINES.” If a habitat assessment finds that a
potential hibernaculum is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, please send this information to
Eileen Wyza for project recommendations. If a potential or known hibernaculum is found, the DOW
recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum
entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the
DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely
to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the long-solid (Fusconaia maculata maculata), a state endangered
mussel. Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream, this
project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the lowa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish. The DOW
recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 through June 30 to reduce impacts
to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in a perennial stream,
this project is not likely to impact this or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), a state threatened species. This
species prefers fens, bogs and marshes, but also is known to inhabit wet prairies, meadows, pond edges,
wet woods, and the shallow sluggish waters of small streams and ditches. Due to the location, the type
of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this
species.

The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonius), a state endangered bird. This
is a common migrant and winter species. Nesters are much rarer, although they occasionally breed in
large marshes and grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies. The female builds a nest out of sticks
on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over grasslands. If this type of habitat will be
impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15
through July 31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service.
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Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.

If the subject project is in a floodplain regulated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
the local local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any
floodplain permits or approvals. The FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer (NHFL) Viewer website can be
utilized to see if the project is in a FEMA regulated floodplain. If the project is not in a FEMA regulated
floodplain, then no further action is required.

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew
(Environmental Services Administrator) at mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about
these comments or need additional information.

Expiration: ODNR Environmental Reviews are typically valid for 2 years from the issuance date. If the scope of
work, project area, construction limits, and/or anticipated impacts to natural resources have changed significantly
from the original project submittal, then a new Environmental Review request should be submitted.
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Table 2. ODNR and USFWS RTE Species Review Results

Habitat Type

Listing o Impacts to Restricted
. - Present Within . . :
Common Name Scientific Name Habitat Type th Habitat/Species Construction
e
Status® . Anticipated? Dates
Project Area?
Bats
No: Avoided with October 1
0; Avoided wi
Indiana bat?3 Myotis sodalis Trees >3” dbh E, FE Yes R i through March
winter tree clearing
31
. . . October 1
Northern long- i . . Roost sites can be trees, No; Avoided with
Myotis septentrionalis . E, FT Yes X i through March
eared bat?3 caves, and mines winter tree clearing 31
Roost in trees behind loose, . . October 1
. i . L Rk . No; Avoided with
Little brown bat? Myotis lucifugus exfoliating bark, in crevices E Yes X X through March
. : winter tree clearing
and cavities, or in the leaves 31
Roost in trees behind loose, . . October 1
. . i L K . No; Avoided with
Tricolored bat? Perimyotis subflavus exfoliating bark, in crevices E Yes X K through March
. ) winter tree clearing
and cavities, or in the leaves 31
Fish
Prefers shallow, clear, and
quiet water with sand, gravel, No; In-stream work in
. X . March 15 to
lowa darter? Etheostoma exile or mud substrates and an E No a perennial stream is ) 30
une
abundance of rooted aquatic not proposed
vegetation
Mussels
i Small streams to large rivers; No; In-stream work in
. Fusconaia maculata . . .
Long-solid? prefers a mixture of sand, E No a perennial stream is -
maculata
gravel, and cobble not proposed
Reptiles
No; Due to the
Prefers fens, bogs, and .
) . location, the type of
marshes, but also inhabits . o
Spotted turtle3 Clemmys guttata . T No habitat within the -
wet prairies, meadows, pond .
Project area, and the
edges, and wet woods
type of work proposed
Birds
X . i No; habitat not April 15
Northern Harrier? Circus hudsonius Large marshes and grasslands E Yes
present through July 31

Notes:

1
2

3

ODNR comments included in the ODNR response, dated December 19, 2024.

E = state endangered; T = state threatened; FE = federal endangered; FT = federal threatened.

USFWS comments included in the USFWS responses, dated August 19, 2022, and confirmed currently valid on November 22, 2024.
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In reply, refer to
2022-STA-56554

January 4, 2023

Mr. Ryan J. Weller
Weller & Associates, Inc.
1395 West Fifth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43212

RE: Wagenhals Station Rebuild Project, Canton Township, Stark County, Ohio
Dear Mr. Weller:

This letter is in response to the correspondence received December 6, 2022 regarding the proposed Wagenhals Station Rebuild
Project, Canton Township, Stark County, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. The comments of the
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio
Power Siting Board rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance
with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR
800]).

The following comments pertain to the Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the 18.2 ha (45 ac) Wagenhals Station Rebuild
Project in Canton Township, Stark County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2022).

A literature review, visual inspection, surface collection, shovel probe and shovel test unit excavation was completed as part of the
investigations. No previously identified archaeological sites are located within the project area. One (1) new archaeological site
was identified during survey, Ohio Archaeological Inventory (OAI) #33ST1190. The site is recommended not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Our office agrees with this recommendation and no additional archaeological
survey is needed.

The following comments pertain to the History/Architecture Investigations for the 18.2 ha (45 ac) Wagenhals Station Rebuild
Project in Canton Township, Stark County, Ohio by Scott McIntosh (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2022).

A literature review and field survey were completed as part of the investigations. A total of twenty-five (25) architectural resources
were identified within the Area of Potential Effects (APE). Weller recommends these properties are not eligible for listing in the
NRHP. Our office agrees with Weller’s recommendations of eligibility.

Based on the information provided, we agree that the project as proposed will have no effect on historic properties. No further
coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional historic properties are discovered
during implementation of this project. In such a situation, this office should be contacted. Our office also requests Weller &
Associates, Inc. complete the OAI form for OAI#33ST1190 as soon as possible. Please notify our office when that form have been
completed. If you have any questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2022, or by e-mail at khorrocks@ohiohistory.org or Joy
Williams at jwilliams@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
A // = o,

/ 7
Krista Horrocks, Project Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

RPR Serial No: 1095960, 1095961

800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211-2474 « 614.297.2300 « ohiohistory.org
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