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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 

South Kenton – Scioty Solar 138 kV Generation Tie Line  

4906-6-05 Accelerated Application Requirements 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (the Company) provides the following information to the Ohio 

Power Siting Board (OPSB) in accordance with the accelerated application requirements of Ohio 

Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05. 

4906-6-05(B) General Information 

B(1) Project Description 

Provide the name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference 

number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project 

meets the requirements for a letter of notification or construction notice application.  

The Company proposes to construct the South Kenton–Scioty Solar 138 kV Generation Tie Line Project 

(the “Project”), in Buck Township, Hardin County, Ohio.  The purpose of the Project is to provide a 138 

kV interconnection to the Scioty Solar facility proposed by Heelstone Renewable Energy, an 

Independent Power Producer (IPP). The PJM Queue Position is AG1-554. Less than 0.1 mile of 138 kV 

transmission line will be constructed between the Company’s South Kenton Station to a point of 

interconnection with the IPP transmission line located just south of the substation fence. The Project 

will be built entirely on land owned by the Company or under option by the IPP. The location of the 

Project is shown on Figure 1 and Figure 2 in Appendix A. 

The Project meets the requirements for a Construction Notice (CN) as defined by Item 1 (d)(i) of 

Appendix A to Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-05, Application Requirement Matrix for 

Electric Power Transmission Lines: 

 
(1) New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power 

transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for 
operation at a higher transmission voltage, as follows:  

 

(d)  Line(s) primarily needed to attract or meet the requirements of a specific customer 

or customers, as follows: 

(i) The line is completely on property owned by the specific customer or the 

applicant. 

The Project has been assigned Case No. 26-0566-EL-BNR. 
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B(2) Statement of Need 

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas pipeline, the 

applicant provide a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility.   

Heelstone Renewable Energy plans to build a 49.9 MW Maximum Facility Output (MFO) (32.7 MW 

Capacity) solar generating facility in Hardin County, Ohio.  As a part of the AG1-554 IPP Interconnection 

Service Agreement, the Company will be required to construct a 138kV generation tie line from the 

Company’s South Kenton station to the point of interconnection for the solar facility. Advanced 

transmission technologies were not considered for this gen-tie line project. 

Failure to move forward with the proposed Project will result in the Company’s inability to serve the 

customer’s generation interconnection request, thereby jeopardizing the customer’s required in-service 

date per the FERC approved Interconnection Service Agreement.  

A PJM network number was assigned to the Project, n8999. The Board has approved the generating 

facility (Case # 20-1814-EL-BGN).  The Project was identified in the Company’s 2026 Long Term 

Forecast Report on page 28 (See Appendix B).  

B(3) Project Location 

Provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and 

substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show existing and 

proposed transmission facilities in the project area. 

The location of the Project in relation to existing transmission lines and substations is shown on Figure 

1, in Appendix A.  

B(4) Alternatives Considered 

Describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed location or route is 

best suited for the proposed facility, including but not be limited to, impacts associated 

with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or engineering aspects of the project.  

The Project provides interconnection with an IPP solar facility. Due to the location of the existing station 

and IPP point of interconnection, short transmission line length, and minimal land use impacts in the 

Project area, no other alternatives were considered for the Project.  Any other alternative would add 

additional length to the Project without any additional benefit.  This alternative is located within 

agricultural land and the existing substation with no impacts to wetlands, streams, or known cultural 

resource areas. Therefore, this Project represents the most suitable location and is the most appropriate 

solution for meeting the Company’s needs in the area. 
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B(5) Public Information Program 

Describe its public information program to inform affected property owners and 

residents of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 

construction and restoration activities.  

The Project will be located entirely within properties owned by the Company or under option by the IPP, 

with no additional property owners or tenants affected.  The Company maintains a website 

(http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) on which an electronic copy of this CN is available.  An electronic 

copy of the CN will be served to the public library in each political subdivision affected by this Project.   

B(6) Construction Schedule  

Provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service date of the project.   

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in January 2027 with an anticipated in-service date of 

April 2027. 

B(7) Area Map 

Provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility and proposed limits 

of disturbance with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 

Figure 1, in Appendix A, identifies the location of the Project area on a United States Geological 

Survey 1:24,000 quadrangle maps of Mount Victory and Kenton, Ohio. Appendix A, Figure 2 displays 

the Project components on a 2023 aerial photograph. 

B(8) Property Agreements  

Provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained easements, options, 

and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the facility and a list of 

the additional properties for which such agreements have not been obtained.  

A list of properties required for the Project are provided in Table 1, below. 

Table 1 – Property Agreements 

Property Parcel Number Agreement Type 
Easement or Option 

Obtained (Yes/No) 

041200300000 Company Affiliate Owned N/A 

041200200000 
Easement  

(Property Under Option by IPP) 
Yes 
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B(9) Technical Features  

Describe the following information regarding the technical features of the project: 

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and 

right-of-way and/or land requirements.  

The transmission line is estimated to include the following: 

Voltage:              138kV 
Conductors:       795 kcmil 26/7 DRAKE ACSR 
Static Wire:       (2) DNO-12739 (144-count OPGW) 
Insulators:         Polymer 
ROW Width:      100 feet   
Structure Type: One (1) single circuit, steel 3-pole dead end 

 
B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields 

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 

residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the 

operation of the proposed electric power transmission line. 

No occupied residences or institutions are located within 100 feet of the Project. 

B(9)(c) Project Cost  

The estimated capital cost of the project. 

The cost estimate for the proposed Project, which is comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, 

is approximately $900,000 using a Class 4 estimate. The costs for this Project will be recovered through 

total reimbursement by the IPP. 

B(10) Social and Ecological Impacts 

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project: 

B(10)(a) Land Use 

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project, 

including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.  

The Project location includes the South Kenton Station property and a portion of adjacent property that 

has historically been used for agriculture but is currently under option by the IPP. The surrounding 

vicinity is primarily agricultural land with scattered woodlots. An aerial photograph of the Project 

vicinity is provided as Figure 2. The Project is mapped within Buck Township in Hardin County The 

Project does not anticipate the need to clear forested land. 
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B(10)(b) Agricultural Land  

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 

agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 

within the potential disturbance area of the project.  

The Project Area consists of the South Kenton Station property and a current agricultural parcel under 

option by the IPP for their collector distribution substation. Based on data received from the Hardin 

County Auditor’s office on April 8, 2026, there are no agricultural district parcels within the potential 

disturbance area of the Project. The Project parcels are not part of an Ohio Department of Agriculture 

easement.   

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources  

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence 

of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the 

potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, 

and a copy of any document produced as a result of the investigation.  

A cultural resource survey and report were conducted by the Company’s consultant for the Project in 

November 2024. Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) was received in 

December, see Appendix C. The SHPO stated that that the Project will have no adverse effect on 

historic properties and that no further archaeological work is necessary. 

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 

requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a 

list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with 

siting and constructing the project.  

A summary of anticipated permits and authorizations for the Project is provided in Table 2, below. 

There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement 

of the Project. 

Table 2 – Anticipated Permits 

Permit/Authorization/Coordination Agency Date 

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 

Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency Obtained January 2026 

Hardin County 

Notice Criteria 
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

Submitted through Criteria Tool 
on 3/26/2026, no further action 

required 

Clean Water Act Section 404/401 
United States Army Corps of 
Engineers 

Not Applicable 
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Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency 

Archaeology/Architectural  
Ohio Historic Preservation 
Office 

Coordination complete 
12/6/2024, no additional work 

required 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

Consultation complete 
6/12/2023 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources 

Consultation complete 
5/19/2023 

 

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 

of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened 

species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and 

species of special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of 

the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document 

produced as a result of the investigation.  

On April 19, 2023, coordination letters were submitted to the United State Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Ohio Natural Heritage Program 

(ONHP) and Division of Wildlife (DOW), seeking an environmental review of the Project for potential 

impacts to state and/or federally protected species. ODNR and USFWS provided responses on May 19, 

2023 and June 12, 2023, respectively. Copies of the agencies’ responses are presented in Appendix C. 

Table 4, in Appendix D lists the federal and state threatened or endangered species in the Project 

area. 

Based on the nature of the proposed Project activities and habitat characteristics of the surrounding 

vicinity, construction impacts to protected species are not anticipated. 

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 

of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains, 

wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic 

rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife 

sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 

statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 

result of the investigation 

The Company’s consultant conducted a wetland and stream delineation survey in the Project study area 

on April 19, 2023 and August 6, 2025, and prepared an Ecological Survey Report, which is provided in 

Appendix D. The survey of the Project area identified one stream, no wetlands, and no ponds. The 
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stream is not crossed by the proposed Project and no in-water work is proposed. The Project 

construction activities are not expected to result in discharge of fill in any delineated features.  

Based on a review of the Protected Areas Database of the United States as well as the Conservation 

Easement Database, there are no state or national parks, forests, wildlife areas or mapped conservation 

easements in the vicinity of the Project.  

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (“FIRM”) was reviewed to identify any floodplains/flood hazard 

areas that have been mapped within the Project Area (specifically, map number 39159C0025D). Based 

on this mapping, no FEMA-designated 100-year floodplains are crossed by the proposed alignment. No 

floodplain permits are necessary.  

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions 

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 

resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.  

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant 

environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 

 


