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Letter of Notification for Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Transmission Line Project

Letter of Notification

Ohio Power Company
Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Transmission Line Project

4906-6-05

Ohio Power Company (the “Company”) provides the following information to the Ohio Power Siting Board
(“OPSB”) pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05.

4906-6-05(B) General Information
B(1) Project Description

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference number(s)
of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project meets the
requirements for a Letter of Notification.

The Company proposes to construct the Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Transmission Line Project (the
“Project”) in Harrison Township, Licking County, Ohio. The purpose of the Project is to provide a 138 kV
interconnection between the Union Ridge Solar Facility (IPP Queue No. AF2-122), an Independent Power
Producer (“IPP”), and Kirk Station. The Project will require installing approximately 0.2 mile of 138 kV line,
extending southwest out of the Kirk Station. The IPP plans to construct an electric transmission line from
their solar facility substation to the Project, which will be filed with OPSB under separate cover. The
location of the Project is shown on Figure 1 and Figure 2 in Appendix A.

The Project meets the requirements for a LON because it is within the types of projects defined by item
(1)(d)(ii) of Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-01 Appendix A of the Application Requirement
Matrix For Electric Power Transmission Lines:

(1) New construction extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power transmission
line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for operation at a higher
transmission voltage, as follows:

(d) Line(s) primarily need to attract or meet the requirements of a specific customer or
customers, as follows:

ii. Any portion of the line is on property owned by someone other than the specific
customer or applicant.

The Project has been assigned PUCO Case No. 22-1067-EL-BLN.
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B(2) Statement of Need

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas or natural gas
transmission line, a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility.

The Project is necessary to meet the Company’s obligation to connect, per AF2-122 IPP. To connect the new
facility, the Company will install a three-span 138 kV transmission line to provide a point of interconnection
(POI) for the generation facility's power delivery circuit.

The Project is listed in the 2022 AEP Ohio Transmission Company Long Term Forecast Report (LTFR)
document, page 99 (Form FE-T10, Summary of Proposed Substations). The LTFR page is included in
Appendix B.

B(3) Project Location

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the Project Area.

The location of the Project in relation to existing transmission lines is shown in Figure 1 of Appendix A.
B(4) Alternatives Considered

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but not
be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or
engineering aspects of the project.

The Project is located primarily on property owned by Columbus and Southern Ohio Electric Company
(affiliated with the Company),. Additional alternatives were initially evaluated from other portions of the
substation, but these options would require additional transmission structures and impacting residential
parcels. Ultimately, these alternatives were determined not to be cost effective. Based on the IPP’s proposed
development and existing facilities in the area, the proposed alignment is the most suitable and least
impactful location for the Project. Other alternatives would add additional transmission length to the
Project without any additional benefit. The proposed Project will result in no permanent impacts to
wetlands, streams, or known cultural resource areas eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP). Therefore, the proposed alignment represents the most suitable location and is the most
appropriate solution for meeting the Company and IPP’s needs in the area.
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B(5) Public Information Program

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project
construction and restoration activities.

The Company will inform affected property owners and tenants about this Project through several different
mediums. Within seven days of filing this LON, the Company will issue a public notice in a newspaper of
general circulation in the Project area. The notice will comply with all requirements of Ohio Administrative
Code (“OAC”) Section 4906-6-08(A)(1-6). Further, the Company has mailed (or will mail) a letter, via first
class mail, to affected landowners, tenants, contiguous owners and any other landowner the Company may
approach for an easement necessary for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the Project. The
letter will comply with all requirements of OAC Section 4906-6-08(B). The Company maintains a website
(http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) which provides the public access to an electronic copy of this LON and
the public notice for this LON. An electronic copy of the LON will be served to the public library in each
political subdivision for this Project. The Company retains ROW land agents that discuss Project timelines,
construction and restoration activities and convey information to affected owners and tenants throughout
the Project.

B(6) Construction Schedule

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service
date of the project.

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in March 2023, and the anticipated in-service date will be
May 2023.

B(7) Area Map

The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility with
clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Figure 1 in Appendix A provides the proposed Project area on a map of 1:24,000-scale (1 inch equals 2,000
feet), showing the Project on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic map of
the Pataskala, Ohio quadrangle. Figure 2 in Appendix A shows the Project Area on recent aerial
photography, dated 2020, as provided by ESRI at a scale of 1:2,400 scale (1 inch equals 200 feet).

To visit the Project site from Columbus, Ohio, take I-70 East to Ohio-310 (Exit 118). Turn left onto Ohio-
310 and continue for 0.8 mile. Turn right onto U.S. 40 East. Continue for 1.9 miles and turn left onto
Watkins Road SW. After approximately 2.2 miles, the entrance to Kirk Station is on the left at the
approximate address of 6820 Watkins Road SW, Pataskala, Ohio 43062 at latitude 39.991283, longitude -
82.645189.
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B(8) Property Agreements

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the
facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been
obtained.

The Project is located on three parcels, two of which are owned by Columbus & Southern Ohio Electric
Company (affiliated with the Company). No new ROW will be required on these two parcels. New ROW will
be required on the remaining parcel; however, no other property easements, options, or land use
agreements are necessary to construct the Project or operate the transmission line.

Alist of properties required for the Project is provided in the table below.

Property Parcel Number Agreement Type Easement/ Option Obtained
(Yes/No)
025-079386-01.000 N/A N/A
025-079386-01.001 N/A N/A
025-069168-00.001 New Easement No

B(9) Technical Features

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of
the project:

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and
right-of-way and/or land requirements.

Line Asset Name: Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Tie Line

Ownership: Ohio Power Company
Voltage: 138 kV
Conductors: 566 kemil 26/7 Strands DOVE ACSR
Static Wire: 0.646 IN DIA OPGW (2) from structure 1 to 3;
7#8 Alumoweld (2) from structure 1 to Kirk Station
Insulators: Polymer
ROW Width: 100 feet
Structure Type: (1) One steel monopole dead end, single circuit,

(2) Two steel 3-pole dead ends, single circuit

B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the
operation of the proposed electric power transmission line.

No occupied residences or institutions are located within 100 feet of the Project.
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B(9)(c) Project Cost
The estimated capital cost of the project.

The capital cost estimate for the proposed Project, which is comprised of applicable tangible and capital
costs, is approximately $1,650,000 using a Class 4 estimate. The costs for this Project will be recovered
through total reimbursement by the IPP.

B(10) Social and Ecological Impacts
The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project:
B(10)(a) Land Use Characteristics

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project,
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.

Aerial photography of the Project vicinity is provided as Figure 2 in Appendix A. The Project is located in
Harrison Township, Licking County, Ohio. Land use in the Project area consists of undeveloped land
proposed for use as a solar generation facility. The closest residences are approximately 350 feet to the
southeast.

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

Much of the Project crosses current agricultural land including row crops and hayfields. While new ROW
will cross the agricultural areas, no change to the agricultural use is anticipated as part of the Project. The
Licking County Auditor provided a list of parcels registered as Agricultural District Land on October 25,
2022. One parcel was identified as an Agricultural District Land parcel. Approximately one acre of ROW
for the Project crosses this parcel. Conversion of farmland will be limited to the footprint of the pole
foundations. No change to the Agricultural District Land status of the parcel is anticipated due to the
Project.

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence of
significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy
of any document produced as a result of the investigation.

Ohio Power Company 5 Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV
Transmission Line Project
22-1067-EL-BLN



Letter of Notification for Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Transmission Line Project

The Company’s consultant completed a Cultural Resource Management Investigation of the Project Area.
Based on the Cultural Resource Management Investigation, as well as the three previous surveys, Ohio
Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) concurred that the project will have no effect on historic properties
and no additional coordination was necessary for the Project. A copy of the correspondence letter received
from SHPO is provided in Appendix C.

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list
of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with siting
and constructing the project.

A soil and erosion plan will be established for the project. The Company will implement and maintain best
management practices as outlined in the Project-specific Soil and Erosion Plan to minimize erosion control
sediment to protect surface water quality during storm events.

Four streams and two wetlands were identified within the Project Area (see Appendix D). No fill will be
placed in the streams or the wetlands as part of this project; therefore, the Project will not require a Clean
Water Act Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or a Section 401 Water Quality
Certification from the OEPA. All wooded areas within the ROW will be hand-cleared.

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map was reviewed to identify any floodplains/flood hazard areas that have
been mapped within the Project Area (specifically, map number 30089C0435J). Based on this mapping,
no mapped FEMA floodplains are located in the Project Area. Therefore, no floodplain permit will be
required for this Project.

There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement
of the proposed Project.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, rare
species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of special
interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

As part of the ecological study completed for the Project, a coordination letter was submitted to the USFWS
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office seeking technical assistance on the Project for potential impacts to
threatened or endangered species. The May 20, 2022 response letter from the USFWS (see Appendix C)
identified the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat as occurring throughout Ohio. Seasonal tree clearing
between October 1 and March 31 was recommended to avoid impacts to these species. If construction
cannot adhere to seasonal tree clearing dates, additional coordination or surveys may be needed. USFWS

Ohio Power Company 6 Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV
Transmission Line Project
22-1067-EL-BLN



Letter of Notification for Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Transmission Line Project

indicated that due to the Project type, size, and location, USFWS does not anticipate adverse effects to any
other federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species or proposed or designated critical habitat.

A coordination letter was also submitted to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”) Division
of Wildlife (“DOW”) Ohio Natural Heritage Program (“ONHP”) and the ODNR - Office of Real Estate
seeking an environmental review of the proposed Project for potential impacts on state-listed and federally-
listed threatened or endangered species. Correspondence from ODNR’s DOW/OHNP and the ODNR -
Office of Real Estate was received on April 1, 2022 (see Appendix C).

According to the ODNR-DOW, the Project is within the range of the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat,
little brown bat, and tricolored bat. The ODNR recommends cutting between October 1 and March 31, if
necessary. No winter hibernacula were observed within the Project Area and no potential hibernaculum
were identified within 0.25 mile of the Project Area. The Company anticipates adhering to the seasonal tree
clearing restrictions. Therefore, no additional coordination with ODNR is required.

The ODNR-DOW indicated that the Project is within the range of the fawnsfoot, a state threatened mussel,
and lake chubsucker, a state threatened fish. Habitat for these species is limited to perennial streams, none
of which were identified. Due to no in-water work and habitat, these species are not anticipated to be
impacted by the Project.

The ODNR-DOW indicated that the Project is within the range of the northern harrier and upland
sandpiper, state endangered birds, and the least bittern, a state threatened bird. Northern harriers are a
common migrant and winter species, but nesters are much rarer. They occasionally breed in large marshes
and grasslands. Upland sandpipers nest in dry grasslands including native grasslands, seeded grasslands,
grazed and ungrazed pastures, hayfields, and grasslands established through the Conservation Reserve
Program. Based on the ecological survey, habitat for these species will not be impacted by the Project.

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains,
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries)
that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the
findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the
investigation.

The ODNR-DOW response indicated that there were no unique ecological sites, geologic features, animal
assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national parks, state or
national forests, or other protected natural areas identified within the Project Area (see Appendix C).

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps were consulted to identify any floodplains/flood hazard areas that have
been mapped in the Project Area (specifically, map number 39089C0435J). Based on these maps, no
mapped FEMA floodplains are located in the Project area.
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Wetland and stream delineation field surveys were completed within the Project area by the Company’s
consultant in June 2022. Four streams and two wetlands are located within the Project Area (see Figure 2
in Appendix D). All wooded areas within the ROW will be hand-cleared.

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.
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