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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 

Letter of Notification for the Van Wert – Haviland 138 kV Transmission Line 

Adjustment Project 

 

4906-6-05 Accelerated Application Requirements 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (the Company) provides the following information to the Ohio 

Power Siting Board (OPSB) in accordance with the accelerated application requirements of Ohio 

Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05.  

On August 25, 2025, AEP submitted a Letter of Notification (LON) to OPSB for the Van Wert–Haviland 

138 Kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project (Project), which involves rebuilding the existing single 

circuit Van Wert–Haviland 69 kV Transmission Line as a double circuit transmission line designed at 

138 kV and initially operated at 69 kV, replacing wood monopoles with steel monopoles. The total length 

of the proposed Project is approximately 10.9 miles. Approximately 8.7 miles will be rebuilt within the 

existing ROW, but requiring 40 to 50 feet of supplemental easement, while approximately 2.2 miles will 

be built within a new ROW with varying widths up to 100 feet. The Project was approved by OPSB on 

November 21, 2025 (OPSB Case No. 25-0697-EL-BLN) but has yet to be constructed. 

This LON is being submitted to document several minor adjustments to the centerline and ROW of the 

Project. The information provided below is specific to the adjustments and immediately surrounding 

area. For clarity, the minor adjustments to the Project that are the subject of this LON are referenced as 

the Van Wert–Haviland 138 kV Transmission Line Adjustment Project (Adjustment Project).  

4906-6-05(B) General Information 

B (1) Project Description 

Provide the name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference 

number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project 

meets the requirements for a letter of notification or construction notice application.  

The Company proposes the Adjustment Project in the city of Van Wert, and portions of Ridge and 

Pleasant Townships, all of which are in Van Wert County, Ohio. The Adjustment Project consists of 

minor modifications to the previously approved centerline and ROW for the Project and involves shifts 

of approximately 10 to 60 feet in three distinct locations. The adjustments are necessary because of 

continued coordination with affected landowners and stakeholders, and ongoing engineering and design 

refinements. 

The first adjustment to the approved centerline occurs just outside the Van Wert Substation (Appendix 

A, Exhibit 3). At the request of the property owner located north of the substation, the approved 

centerline and ROW were realigned to the southeast and east of the station. This adjustment increases 



LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE VAN WERT – HAVILAND 138 KV TRANSMISSION 

LINE ADJUSTMENT PROJECT  

 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. Letter of Notification for the Van Wert – Haviland 138 kV 
Transmission Line Adjustment Project 26-0729-EL-BLN 

2 

the impact to a landowner impacted by the original Project but would accommodate future land use 

development proposed by the owner of the parcel where the approved ROW is located. Agreements are 

being secured with the impacted landowner to accommodate the additional ROW on their property.  

The second adjustment was made in response to the Ohio Department of Transportation’s (ODOT’s) 

denial of the originally proposed crossing of U.S. Highway 30, approximately 0.5-mile northeast of the 

Van Wert Substation. ODOT requested that the crossing be relocated farther east. To accommodate this 

request, the centerline and ROW were realigned eastward, affecting approximately 0.3 mile of the 

proposed route south of U.S. Highway 30, while staying west of the solar farm fence line. In this area, 

the centerline and ROW were shifted between 10 and 50 feet necessitating the acquisition of additional 

ROW.  

The third adjustment is east of the intersection of State Route 127 and a railroad, approximately 0.5 mile 

north of U.S. Highway 30. The originally approved ROW traversed the City of Van Wert recycling center. 

However, planned expansion of the recycling facility would have conflicted with the initial ROW 

placement. To avoid this conflict, the centerline and ROW were realigned approximately 60 feet to the 

southeast necessitating the acquisition of additional ROW. 

Exhibits in Appendix A show the OPSB approved Van Wert-Haviland 138 kV Transmission Line, as 

well as the proposed adjustment areas. Appendix A Exhibit 1 depicts the overall project area. 

Appendix A Exhibit 2 provides an overview of the project on a 1:24,000 scale and has been updated 

to reflect the Adjustment Project (adjusted areas are visible on page 3). Additionally, Appendix A 

Exhibit 3 has been revised to provide a detailed illustration of the adjusted areas (adjusted areas visible 

on pages 13 to 15).  

The Adjustment Project meets the requirement for a LON as defined by item (1)(d)(ii) of Appendix A to 

Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-01, Application Requirement Matrix for Electric Power 

Transmission Lines:  

(1) New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power  
transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for operation at a 
higher transmission voltage, as follows: 

 
(d) Line(s) primarily needed to attract or meet the requirements of a specific customer or 
customers, as follows: 

 
(ii) Any portion of the line is on property owned by someone other than the  
specific customer or applicant. 

 

The Adjustment Project has been assigned Case No. 26-0729-EL-BLN. 
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B (2) Statement of Need 

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas pipeline, the 

applicant provides a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility. 

The Adjustment Project involves adjusting approximately 0.6 mile of the Van Wert–Haviland 138 kV 

Transmission Line. The need for the overall Project remains the same as reported in OPSB Case No. 25-

0697-EL-BLN, as described below.  

The existing Van Wert–Haviland 69 kV Transmission line is approximately 11 miles long and consists 

of wooden monopoles, originally installed in 1926, although approximately 4.7 miles of the line were 

rebuilt in 1974. The conductor on the line was also primarily installed in 1926. The single circuit 69 kV 

line connects the Company’s Haviland 138/69 kV Station to the Van Wert 69 kV Station in Paulding and 

Van Wert Counties, Ohio.  

The Project (b3359) is required to address baseline thermal criteria violations identified by PJM 

Interconnection, LLC (PJM) in the 2026 Regional Transmission Expansion Plan summer model, on 

approximately 1.7 miles of the existing single circuit Van Wert–Haviland 69 kV Transmission Line from 

the North Van Wert Switch to a structure just north of U.S. Highway 30. The specific violation identified 

by PJM in the 2026 Regional Transmission Expansion Plan modeling from the loss of Haviland–South 

Van Wert 69 kV line and the North Delphos 138/69 kV transformer #1 scenario, which causes an 

overload on the Van Wert–North Van Wert 69 kV single circuit line. 

The Van Wert Mega Site, an industrial site north of Van Wert, has seen a significant increase in requests 

for service over the past several years, with 30 requests for transmission service received in the past 

year. Many of the prospective customers cannot be served by the existing Van Wert area 69 kV network 

because the load request is too large and would require significant upgrades to the network area. In 

addition, the site has been certified in Ohio’s Job Ready program and has been aggressively marketed. 

The Project will enable the Company to provide greater flexibility to serve identified load growth at the 

site. 

In addition to alleviating thermal issues identified by PJM, the Project will address numerous asset 

renewal concerns on the transmission line. Existing facilities exhibit signs of deterioration, including 

structures with broken ground lead wires, broken insulators, and broken shield wires. Furthermore, the 

existing structures do not meet National Electric Safety Code Grade B loading criteria, current AEP 

structural strength requirements, or current American Society of Civil Engineers structural strength 

requirements. The Project will replace these worn and damaged components and upgrade the line to 

current design and reliability standards. 

Since 2015, one momentary and two permanent outages have occurred on the Haviland–Van Wert 69 

kV circuit. The two permanent outages, both due to weather events, caused approximately 66,624 

minutes of interruption to an estimated 416 customers served from a wholesale delivery point at the Van 

Wert Co-op substation. 
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Without the Project, significant load shedding may be required to maintain safe and reliable operation 

of the transmission and distribution system under the identified thermal overload conditions. Although 

load shedding is an approved PJM operational procedure to control thermal overloads, load shedding is 

not acceptable from the Company’s perspective and directly impacts both large commercial and 

residential customers in the area. The Project is necessary to ensure continued safe and reliable service 

for customers. Furthermore, upgrading the Haviland–Van Wert 69 kV Line will provide greater 

flexibility in serving the high-priority Van Wert Mega Site and will help draw customers to the Van Wert 

area.  

The need and solution for rebuilding the entire asset was submitted to PJM as the Haviland–Van Wert 

69 kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project. The baseline portion of the Rebuild Project was presented to 

PJM on October 15, 2021, then subsequently assigned a PJM number of b3359. The supplemental 

portions (need and solution) were presented to PJM on July 22, 2022, and October 20, 2023, 

respectively, then subsequently assigned a PJM number of s3142. This Project was included in the 

Company’s 2025 Long-Term Forecast Report on pages 49 (b3359), 76 (s3142), and 77 (s3142) 

(Appendix B). 

B (3) Project Location 

Provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and 

substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show existing and 

proposed transmission facilities in the project area. 

Appendix A Exhibit 1 depicts the overall project area. Appendix A Exhibit 2 provides an overview 

of the project on a different scale and has been updated to reflect the Adjustment Project. 

B (4) Alternatives Considered 

Describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed location or route is 

best suited for the proposed facility, including but not be limited to, impacts associated 

with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or engineering aspects of the project.  

Since the filing and approval of the Van Wert–Haviland 138 kV Transmission Line (Case No. 25-0697-

EL-BLN), ongoing engineering design efforts and continued coordination with landowners have 

resulted in three minor adjustments to the OPSB-approved centerline. 

Two of these adjustments were requested by landowners to minimize impacts on existing and planned 

land uses and operations. The third adjustment was a revised crossing of U.S. Highway 30, as requested 

by ODOT. 

No alternative route corridors were evaluated for the Adjustment Project because these three minor 

adjustments are only refinements to the previously approved alignment. The adjusted route continues 

to meet all engineering and constructability requirements while reducing potential conflicts. The 

modifications are illustrated in Appendix A Exhibit 3. 
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Development of alternative route corridors beyond these refinements would require additional line 

length and could increase impacts on a greater number of property owners. Furthermore, the proposed 

adjustments avoid impacts on sensitive resources, including wetlands, streams, and known cultural 

resources eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

B (5) Public Information Program 

Describe its public information program to inform affected property owners and 

residents of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 

construction and restoration activities.  

The Company will inform affected property owners and tenants about this Adjustment Project in several 

ways. Within 7 days of filing this LON, the Company will issue a public notice in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the Adjustment Project area. The notice will comply with all requirements of Ohio 

Administrative Code Section 4906-6-08(A) (1-6). Further, the Company will mail a letter by first class 

mail to affected landowners, tenants, contiguous owners, and any other landowner the Company may 

approach for an easement necessary for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the Project. The 

letter will comply with all requirements of Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-6-08(B). The 

Company maintains a website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) that provides public access to an 

electronic copy of this LON and the public notice. An electronic copy of the LON will be provided to the 

public library in each political subdivision for this Adjustment Project. The Company retains ROW land 

agents that will discuss Project timelines, construction, and restoration activities, and will convey 

information to affected owners and tenants during Project development and construction.  

B (6) Construction Schedule 

Provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service date of the project.  

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in October 2026, with an anticipated in-service date of 

March 2028. 

B (7) Area Map 

Provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility and proposed limits 

of disturbance with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 

Appendix A Exhibit 2 shows the Project area on the U.S. Geological Survey, Latty and Scott 

quadrangle maps at a 1:24,000 scale. Appendix A Exhibit 3 shows the imagery from the Esri aerial 

imagery service dated June 5, 2026, at a scale of 1:6,000. 

B (8) Property Agreements 

Provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained easements, options, 

and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the facility and a list of 

the additional properties for which such agreements have not been obtained. 
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A list of properties affected by the Adjustment Project is provided in Table 1. The shift at State Route 

127, meant to avoid the City of Van Wert recycling center, will affect one new property owner (parcel 

120344527803) who was not affected by the previously approved Van Wert–Haviland 138 kV 

Transmission Line Project (Case No. 25-0697-EL-BLN). Parcel 120314680000 is newly affected; 

however, the owner has other property affected by the Project. 

Table 1 – Parcels Affected by the Adjustment Project 

Property Parcel Number Agreement Type 
Easement or Option 

Obtained (Yes/No) 

120314600000 Existing Rights Adequate Yes 

120314680000 New Easement No 

Parcel with no Parcel 

Identification Number 

New Easement* Yes 

 120344520200 Supplemental Easement* No 

120344520202 New Easement* Yes 

120344520100 New Easement* Yes 

170347180000 New Easement* Yes 

120344527803 New Easement Yes 

  *Included in approved OPSB filling application Case No. 26-0729-EL-BLN 

The easement form exhibits provided in Appendix C indicate the minimum rights the Company would 

require to construct, operate, and maintain these facilities.  

B (9) Technical Features 

Describe the following information regarding the technical features of the project: 

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics estimated number and types of structures required, and 

right-of-way and/or land requirements.  

Transmission Lines 

The Adjusted Project is anticipated to include the following:  

Voltage:  Designed for 138 kV operated at 69 kV 

Conductors:  6, 1033 kcmil Curlew 54/7 ACSR 

Static Wire:  2, 7#8 Alumoweld 

Insulators:  Polymer 

ROW Width:  100 feet  

Structure Type:  Relative to the approved LON (OPSB Case No. 25-0697-EL-BLN), three new 

structures are required for the Project: one steel two-pole custom dead-end, one 

temporary steel monopole pre-engineered dead-end, and an existing steel 

monopole braced post (to be reused). The number of steel three-pole custom dead-

end structures has been reduced from four to two.  



LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR THE VAN WERT – HAVILAND 138 KV TRANSMISSION 

LINE ADJUSTMENT PROJECT  

 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. Letter of Notification for the Van Wert – Haviland 138 kV 
Transmission Line Adjustment Project 26-0729-EL-BLN 

7 

 
B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields 

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 

residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the 

operation of the proposed electric power transmission line. 

B(9)(b)(i) Calculated electric and magnetic field strength levels at one meter above ground 

under the lowest conductors and at the edge of the right-of-way for: 

Not applicable. No occupied residences or institutions are within 100 feet of the route adjustments. 

B(9)(b)(ii) Design Alternatives 

The applicant's consideration of design alternatives with respect to electric and magnetic 

fields and their strength levels, including alternate conductor configuration and phasing, 

tower height, corridor location, and right-of-way width. 

Not applicable. No occupied residences or institutions are within 100 feet of the route adjustments. 

B(9)(c) Project Cost 

The estimated capital cost of the project. 

The cost estimate for the entire Project, including the Adjustment Project, is $45,877,232 using a Class 

4 estimate. This amount is consistent with the estimate included in the original OPSB application. 

Pursuant to the PJM Open Access Transmission Tariffs, Project costs will be recovered in the Company’s 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission formula rate (Attachment H-20 to the PJM Open Access 

Transmission Tariffs) and allocated to the AEP Zone. 

B (10) Social and Ecological Impacts 

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project: 

B(10)(a) Land Use 

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project, 

including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.  

The Project location and vicinity have historically been primarily agricultural land with scattered 

woodlots and residences. An aerial photograph of the project vicinity is provided in Appendix A 

Exhibit 3. Land use in the vicinity of route adjustments consists primarily of agricultural land used for 

row crops, a solar facility, and a recycling facility. No forested land is within the adjusted alignment. As 

a result of these adjustments, the Project’s impact on forested land has been reduced by 1.83 acres, to a 

total impact of 1.52 acres.  
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B(10)(b) Agricultural Land  

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 

agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 

within the potential disturbance area of the project.  

The Adjusted Project area outside the Van Wert Substation where the first alignment shift occurs is 

characterized by agricultural land use. The dominant agricultural use is row crops. 

Based on data received from the Van Wert County Auditor’s Office on July 8, 2026, the Adjustment 

Project has no impact on agricultural district lands.  

The Company will minimize impacts on agricultural land by placing structures beyond or at the edges 

of agricultural fields and will primarily install single tangent poles to support the transmission line. 

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources 

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence 

of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the 

potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, 

and a copy of any document produced as a result of the investigation. 

A Phase 1 cultural resources survey and report were completed in October 2025, and June 2026 by the 

Company’s consultant for the adjusted areas. The report was submitted to the State Historic 

Preservation Officer. No archaeological sites or historic structures were identified. Correspondence from 

the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) was received in December 2025, and July 2026. The 

SHPO stated that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic properties and that no further 

archaeological work is necessary (Appendix D).  

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 

requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a 

list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with 

siting and constructing the project.  

A summary of anticipated permits and authorizations for the Adjustment Project is provided in Table 

2. No other known local, state, or federal requirements must be met before construction begins. 
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Table 2 – Anticipated Permits for the Adjustment Project 

Permit, Authorization, or 
Coordination Agency Date 

Clean Water Act Section 404/401 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Not anticipated. Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Archaeology/Architectural  
Ohio Historic Preservation 

Office 

Coordination completed in 
December 2025 and June 2026; no 

additional work required. 

Threatened and Endangered 
Species 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Consultation completed  

June 27, 2023. 

Threatened and Endangered 
Species 

Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources 

Consultation completed  
July 19, 2023. 

Notice Criteria 
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

Determination of No Hazard to Air 
Navigation letter for original 

alignment received August 27, 2025.  
Updated determination letter is 

anticipated August 2026. 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan/ Notice of Intent (for 
authorization of construction 
stormwater discharges under 
General Permit OHC00006) 

Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency 

NOI was approved 10/01/2025 – 
will complete permit modification as 

needed. 

Permit to Work Along County 
Roads 

Paulding County 
Anticipated filing in winter or spring 

of 2027. 

Highway Crossing ODOT 

Crossing permit for U.S. Highway 
30 has been approved and has an 

expiration date of January 1, 2027. 
 Crossing permit for State Route 127 

is pending approval from ODOT. 

Floodplain 
Van Wert County 
Paulding County 

Floodplain Permits from Van Wert 
County were issued in November 

2025. Coordination with the County 
Floodplain Administrator is 

currently in progress to confirm 
whether the permit applies to the 

adjusted project areas. 
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B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 

of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened 

species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and 

species of special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of 

the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document 

produced as a result of the investigation.  

On June 20, 2023, coordination letters were submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources seeking an environmental review of the Project for potential 

impacts on state and federally protected species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources provided responses on June 27, 2023, and on July 19, 2023, 

respectively. There are no records of state or federally listed plants or animals within 1 mile of the 

specified Project area. Copies of the agencies’ responses are presented in Appendix D. 

Appendix E Table 5 lists the federal and state threatened or endangered species in the Project area. 

Potentially suitable habitat for the pondhorn and pugnose minnow was observed within the Project area. 

However, no in-water work in perennial streams or open water features are proposed by the Company. 

Potentially suitable summer foraging and roosting habitat was observed within the Project area for the 

Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, little brown bat, and tricolored bat. It is anticipated that the 

Company will conduct tree clearing for the Project between October 1 and March 31. No potentially 

suitable habitat for the northern harrier or upland sandpiper was observed within the Project area. 

Therefore, no impacts are anticipated, and avoidance dates are not applicable. 

Based on the nature of the proposed Adjustment Project activities, timing of construction, and habitat 

characteristics of the surrounding vicinity, construction impacts on protected species are not 

anticipated. 

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 

of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, 

floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild 

and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife 

sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 

statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 

result of the investigation.  

The Company’s consultant conducted a wetland and stream delineation survey in the Adjustment 

Project area on June 18, 2026, and prepared an Ecological Survey Report, which is provided in 

Appendix E. The survey of the Adjustment Project area identified no wetlands, streams, or open water 

features. The Adjustment Project construction activities will not result in discharge of fill in any 

delineated features.  
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Based on a review of the Protected Areas Database of the United States and the Conservation Easement 

Database, there are no state or national parks, forests, wildlife areas, or mapped conservation easements 

in the vicinity of the Adjustment Project.  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map was reviewed to 

identify floodplains or flood hazard areas that have been mapped within the Adjustment Project area 

(specifically, map numbers 39125C0290E, 39125C0405E, 3907840002B, 39161C0055C, 

39161C0065C). Based on this mapping, FEMA-designated 100-year floodplains associated with Prairie 

Creek, Hoaglin Creek, and Maddox Creek are not crossed by the proposed adjustments. Local floodplain 

permitting is not expected to be required for this scope of the Adjustment Project.  

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions 

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 

resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.  

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant 

environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 
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Appendix A Project Exhibits 
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